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TRANSLATION. 

W? have received with thanks the copy of The Bible History 9 
together with the expressions of devotion, which Bettziger Brothers f 
Publishers , have sent us through the Bishop of Basel, and we give our 
Apostolic Benediction to them and to their labors that these may always 
tend to the good of Religion. 

Leo P. P. XIII. 



Entered according to Act of Congress, in the year 1869, by BENZIGER 
BROTHERS, in the Clerk’s Office of the District Court of the United States, 
for the Southern District of Ohio. 



Copyright , 1881 , by BENZIGER BROTHERS. 
Copyright , 1894 , by BENZIGER BROTHERS. 
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APPROBATIONS. 



jFrom 3 QC 0 Hmtiieuce Carbhial gnbbons : 

Father Gilmour’s Bible History, published by you, is a work that richly 
merits, as I am sure it will receive, the liberal patronage of the Catholic 
schools and academies throughout the country. I am delighted with It. 

jFrom jttost Beb. OTm. ft. 35lber» 30.30., Archbishop of Cincinnati: 

The Bible History of Rev. Richard Gilmour has been used in the Brothers 
schools at Natchez almost ever since its first publication. . . . 

I congratulate Rev. Father Gilmour on the work itself, and also on the 
style In which it has been published : cheap enough for the school-room, and 
beautiful enough for a Christmas present. . . . 

jFrom jttost Beb. $. A. jFee&an, 30.30., Archbishop of Chicago: 

I beg to thank you for your copy of Father Gilmour’s Bible History. It 
is a most useful work, and I shall recommend it to the schools of the Diocese. 

jFrom jttost Beb. Cbomas 3L. Crate, 30.30., Archbishop of ^ittnia: 

. . . I need hardly say I was pleased with it. This History supplies 

a want in our schools and supplies it well. Upon my recommendation the His- 
tory has been introduced into our schools in St. Paul, and I trust the example 
will be followed in all the schools of the Diocese. 

jFrom jttost Beb. ®®m. Cross, C.J6.&.B,, 30.30., Archbishop 
of Oregon Citg : 

I most cheerfully give ray approbation to your “ Illustrated History of 
the Bible,” and most earnestly recommend it to the Reverend Clergy, to 
school-teachers, and to all the faithful of this Diocese. 

jFrom jttost Beb. Jfohn ^ennessn, 30.30., Archbishop of 30ubuque : 

Please accept my thanks for a copy of Rev. Father Gilmour’s Bible 
History. I find it so highly recommended that I shall be glad to see it intro- 
duced into the schools of this Diocese. 

jFrom Bight Beb. Htrtoarb jFit?geralb, 30.30., Bishop of little 

Bock : 

The Sisters of St. Mary’s Academy of Little Rock have examined Rev. 
R. Gilmour’s Bible History, and consider it to be a very uocful text-book. 
They purpose introducing it into their schools at the commencement of next 
school year. I beg to add my recommendation to theirs. 

jFrom Bight Beb. louts be Coeshriaiib, 30.30., Bishop of 
Burlington : 

We use Bishop Gilmour’s Bible History in our Perseverance Catechism 
in the Cathedral congregation ; both our teachers and children are much 
pleased with it, and I cannot recommend it too much. 

5 



Digitized by v^ooQie 




6 



APPROBATIONS. 



jFrom ftififtt Beb. 88?HHam jttc<£los!te$, 29.119., Bishop o* 
HomsbCUet 

. . . I take great pleasure in recommending it as one of the most 
admirable works of itc kind ever published. 

jFrom fttfi&t Brb. gTobtas jHullen, 29.29., Efs&op of Erie: 

... I have examined it with some care, and consider it admirably 
adapted for the use of Catholic schools. It reproduces in a manner most 
attractive to children the whole inspired record of God’s dealings with man- 
kind, while its illustrations are so striking and appropriate as to sustain the 
interest of the youthful reader and rivet his attention on the most important 
points in the sacred narrative. Although designed for children, it might be 
studied with advantage by persons of any age, and may then be very de- 
servedly assigned a place in the home-library as in the school-room. 

^rom Btfifjt Bcb. Step&rn V . Bnair, 29.29., Bishop of Buffalo : 

I have no hesitation in recommending Rev. R. Gilraour’s Illustrated 
Bible History, already so highly and respectably recommended. As a com- 
pendium of Bible history, 1 deem It in every way a most desirable and useful 
book to be put into the hands of children. 



BISHOP GILMOUR’S BIBLE HISTORY 

has also received the approbation of the following prelates, now deceased : 

His Eminence Cardinal McCLOSKEY, Archbishop of New York. 

His Eminence Cardinal MANNING, Archbishop of Westminster. 

Most Rev. J. B. PURCELL, D.D., Archbishop of Cincinnati. 

Most Rev. F. N. BLANCHET, D.D., Archbishop of Oregon City. 

Most Rev. JAMES F. WOOD, D.D., Archbishop of Philadelphia. 

Most Rev. IGNATIUS BOURGET, D.D., Archbishop of Montreal. 

Most Rev. NAPOLEON J. PERCHE, D.D., Archbishop of New Orleans. 

Most Rev. JOHN M. HENNI, D.D., Archbishop of Milwaukee. 

Most Rev. MICHAEL HEISS, D.D., Archbishop of Milwaukee. 

Most Rev. CHARLES J. SEGHERS, D.D., Archbishop of Oregon City. 

Right Rev. P. J. BALTES, D.D., Bishop of Alton. 

Right Rev. A. M. A. BLANCHET, D.D., Bishop of Nesqually. 

Right Rev. C. H. BORGESS, D.D., Bishop of Detroit. 

Right Rev. JOHN LOUGHLIN, D.D., Bishop of Brooklyn. 

Right Rev. FRANCIS McNIERNY, D.D., Bishop of Albany. 

Right Rev. L. Z. MOREAU, D.D., Bishop of St. Hyacinth. 

Right Rev. EUGENE O’CONNELL, D.D., Bishop of Marysville. 

Right Rev. JOHN QUINLAN, D.D., Bishop of Mobile. 

Right Rev. ANTOINE RACINE, D.D., Bishop of Sherbrooke. 

Right Rev. A. M. TOEBBE, D.D., Bishop of Covington. 

Right Rev. EDGAR P. WADHAMS, D.D., Bishop of Ogdensburg 
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HISTORY OF THE OLD TESTAMENT. 



AGE I. 

FROM ADAM TO ABRAHAM. 

CONTAINING. 2083 YEARS. 

am. i.] 1. — The Creation of the World. [A.C. 4000. 



1. In the beginning God created the heavens and tho 
earth. The earth was void and empty, and darkness was on 
the face of the deep. Then God said: “ Let there be light! ** 
and light was made. This was the work of the first day. 

2. On the second day was created the firmament with all 
its expansive beauty. 
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HISTORY OP THE OLD TESTAMENT. 



On the third day God gathered together the waters into 
one place, and commanded the dry land to appear ; the 
waters He called sea, and the dry land earth. Thus were 
formed the fountains, the streams, and the rivers. 

3. Then God commanded the earth to bring forth plants, 
and green trees, and flowers of many various forms and dif- 
ferent colors. 

On the fourth day were made the great lights that shine 
in the heavens : the sun, the moon, and the stars. On the 
fifth day the fish that are in the waters, and the birds that 
are in the air were created. 

4. The sixth day God created all manner of living creat- 
ures that are upon the earth, each in its kind. 

At last He said: “ Let us make man to our own image and 
likeness, and let him have dominion over the whole earth.” 
So God formed man out of the slime of the earth, and 
breathed into him an immortal soul, and called him Adam; 
that is, taken from the earth. God saw all the things that 
He had made, and they were good. So He rested on the 
seventh day, and blessed it. 

5. As God created man on the sixth day of creation, so on Good 
Friday, the sixth day of Holy Week, He redeemed him. And as the 
body of the first Adam was formed from the earth whilst it was yet 
pure and blessed, so was Jesus Christ, the second Adam, born of Mary, 
a virgin, pure and without original sin. 



2.— Happiness of Adam and Eve in Paradise. 

1. The heavens and the earth being finished, God planted 
a garden, a terrestrial paradise, in which were all manner of 
trees and precious fruits. In the midst thereof He placed 
two trees, one the tree of life, the other the tree of knowl- 
edge of good and evil. God then told Adam he might eat of 
the fruit of every tree in the garden, but “of the fruit of the 

Questions to Chapter 1 .— What was done in the beginning ? How was the earth 
created ? What did God create on the first day ? What on the second ? What on 
the third? What were the waters called ? What did the earth bring forth ? What 
was created on the fourth day ? On the fifth ? And sixth ? Why did God call the 
first man Adam t What did God do on the seventh day ? 
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tree of knowledge of good and evil he should not eat ; for 
on the day he would eat, he should surely die.” 

2. Then God brought before Adam all the beasts of the 
earth, that he might give to each its name. But for Adam 
there was not found a companion like to himself. And God 
said : “ It is not good for man to be alone; let us make a help- 
mate like unto himself.” So God cast a deep sleep upon 
Adam, and from his side took a rib, which He formed into 
a woman. When Adam awoke, God brought the woman to 
him, and he called her Eve ; that is, the mother of all the 
living. 

3. Whilst Adam and Eve were in Paradise, God treated them as a 
father does his children, and they were happy ; at the same time the 
tree of life preserved them from sickness and death.— The tree of life 
was a figure of the Sacrament of the Altar, of which it is written : “ He 
who is fed by it shall live forever.” 



3.— The Angels and the Fall of our First Parents. 

1. Besides the visible, God also created an invisible world, 
namely His angels. At first they were good and perfectly 
happy ; but in time some became dazzled with their own 
perfections, and, yielding to pride, revolted against God. 
Michael, and the other angels that remained faithful, fought 
against them, vanquished and overthrew them, together with 
their leader, Lucifer, who is also called Satan. 

2. But Satan, fallen and lost, began to contrast his misery 
with man’s happiness, and, raging with anger and envy, re- 
solved to seduce man from his obedience to God. For this 
end he made use of the serpent. 

3. One day, while Eve was looking at the forbidden tree, 
the serpent, coming near, asked her why she did not eat of 
its fruit. Eve answered, God had forbidden them to touch 
it, lest they should die. But the serpent artfully replied. 



Questions to Chapter 2.— What was placed in Paradise ? What are the names of 
the trees ? What was to happen if Adam eat the fruit ? What were brought before 
Adam ? What was not found ? Of what was the woman formed ? What does Eve 
mean t What is said of Paradise ? And of the tree of life ? 
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HISTORY OF THE OLD TESTAMENT. 



they would not die ; on the contrary, their eyes would be 
opened, and they would be as gods, knowing good and evil. 
Eve looked again upon the tree; her curiosity was excited: 
the more she looked, the more the forbidden fruit appeared 
enticing. At length she stretched forth her hand, plucked 
the fruit, eat and gave to Adam, who also eat. This was 
their first sin. 




4. Immediately their eyes were opened, out far otherwise 
than they had expected. Covered with shame, they sewed 
together fig-leaves and made garments for themselves, and, 
trembling, hid among the trees. 

5. From one tree came ruin ; from another, the tree of the cross, came 
redemption and victory over sin and the devil. 

Questions to Chapter 3 — What was created ? At first, what were they ? How 
did they fall ? What is said of Satan ? How did he tempt Eve ? Did he succeed ? 
What happened to Adam and Eve ? What is said of the tree and the cross ? 
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4« — The Punishment of Sin and the Promise of a 
Redeemer. 

1. In the evening God came into the garden and called 
Adam, who, trembling with fear, approached and acknowl- 
edged that he had eaten the forbidden fruit, but threw the 
blame on the woman. She, in turn, blamed the serpent. 



2. Then God cursed the serpent, condemning him to crawl 
upon the ground and to eat dust all the days of his life: be- 
sides, He said, enmity should exist between the serpent and 
the woman, but in the end the woman would crush his head. 

3. Then God told the woman she should bring forth her 
children in sorrow, and, for her disobedience, be subject to 
her husband. To the man He said : “ Cursed is the earth in 
thy work: thorns and thistles shall it bring forth to thee ; 
and in the sweat of thy brow thou shalt eat thy bread, until 
thou return to the earth from whence thou earnest: for dust 
thou art and unto dust thou shalt return.” 

4. Then God made garments of skins, and clothing Adam 
and Eve in them, drove them out of Paradise. At the en- 

Digitized by 



12 



HISTORY OF THE OLD TESTAMENT. 



trance of the garden angels, with a fiery sword, were placed 
to guard against their return. 

a.m. i88.] 5. — Cain and Abel. tA.c.887*. 

1. Adam and Eve had many children ; of these, the 
eldest were Cain and his brother Abel. Cain was a husband- 
man, and wicked ; but Abel, a shepherd, was just and good. 
Both offered sacrifice to God — Abel, a lamb; Cain, of the 




fruits of the earth. God, who knew the secrets of their 
hearts, looked with favor on the sacrifice of Abel, but turned 
away His face from the sacrifice of Cain. 

2. When Cain saw this, his mind was filled with anger and 
jealousy against his brother. His countenance fell; and 
though God chid him in kindness, telling him if he did well 
he would be rewarded equally with Abel, yet Cain would not 
be appeased. 

3. So, nourishing his anger and giving way to his spite. 

Questions to Chapter 4.— Who called Adam ? What was said ? What curse did 
God pronounce on the serpent? What curse did God pronounce on Eve ? On Adam ? 
Of what did God make clothing ? What happened to Adam and Eve ? What was 
placed at the gate of Paradise ? 
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Cain one day asked Abel to go with him into the fields. 
There he rose up against his brother and slew him. As soon 
as the blood of the innocent Abel stained the ground, God 
cried out to Cain : “ Where is thy brother ? ” but Cain, hard- 
ened in his crime, answered he did not know, nor was he 
his brother’s keeper. 

4. But God, from whom nothing can be hid, told Cain 
that Abel’s blood cried to Him for vengeance, and, because 
he had dared to touch his brother, he should be a fugitive 
and a vagabond on the face of the earth. When Cain heard 
this sentence of God, he gave way to despair, saying: “My 
sin is too great to be pardoned.” So God set a mark upon 
him, and he went forth, a wanderer and a fugitive upon the 
face of the earth. 

5. The murdered Abel is a figure of Jesus Christ, while Cain is a 
figure of the traitor Judas and the Jewish people, who put our Saviour 
to death. 

a.m. 1656] 6.— The Deluge. la.c. 23*4. 

1. The descendants of Adam were divided into two classes 
— the good and the bad . To console Adam for the death of 
Abel, God gave him the pious Seth. Seth’s posterity were 
known as the children of God, while the descendants of Cain 
were very wicked. 

2. By degrees mankind became corrupt, Noe alone remain- 
ing just. God bade Noe build an Ark, for in a hundred 
years He would destroy by a deluge every living creature on 
the face of the earth. The following are the dimensions and 
construction of the Ark : its length, three hundred cubits; 
its breadth, fifty; and its height, thirty cubits. In the upper 
part was a window, and in the side a door. 

3. For a hundred years Noe labored on the construction of 
the Ark. During this time he preached penance to the 

Questions to Chapter 5.— What is said of Cain and Abel ? What were their 
sacrifices ? How did God receive them ? How did Cain act ? How did he answer 
God ? What was Cain's sentence ? What is said of Abel and Christ ? Of Cain and 
Judas? 
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HISTORY OF THE OLD TESTAMENT. 




wicked, and warned them of the evils that were to come; but 
they heeded him not. Then God commanded him to go into- 
the Ark and to take with him his wife, and his three sons 
and their wives; moreover to take with him of every animal 
two of a sort, and food sufficient. 

4. After seven days the deluge came. The fountains of 
the great deep were broken up, and the flood-gates of heaven 
were opened, but the Ark floated peacefully upon the waters^ 
Overwhelmed with despair, men began to climb the trees,. 



and in vain to ascend the hills. The waters continued to 
increase, until they had risen fifteen cubits above the tops of 
the highest mountains. 

5. Thus perished every living thing that then moved upon 
the earth: from man to the beasts of the earth; from the 
birds in the air to the reptiles on the ground. Noe and all 
that were in the Ark alone remained. 

Noe is a figure of Jesus Christ, as the Ark is a figure of the Catholic 
Church. 

Questions to Chapter 6. — How were men divided ? Who descended from Seth ? 
Who from Cain ? Who alone remained just ? What did Noe build ? How long- 
was he bu.'lding the Ark ? Who went into the Ark ? When did the deluge come T 
What is said of the Ark ? What of men ? What perished ? 
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the window of the Ark and sent forth a raven, which did not 
return ; then he sent forth a dove, which, not finding where 
her foot might rest, returned to the Ark. After seven days, 
Noe again sent forth the dove, which returned in the evening, 
carrying in its beak an olive branch. By this, Noe knew 
that the waters were abated upon the earth. At the com- 
mand of God, Noe and his wife, and his sons and his sons* 
wives, and every living creature that was with them, went 
forth from the Ark, after having been shut up in it for a 
whole year. 



a.m. 1657.] 7.— The Sacrifice of Noe. ca.c. s»4a. 



1. When the waters had covered the earth for a hundred 
and fifty days, God remembered Noe, and sent a warm wind, 
that by degrees abated the waters. Soon the mountains 
began to appear, and in the seventh month the Ark rested 
on the top of Mount Ararat, in Armenia. 

2. Noe, eager to learn if the waters had subsided, opened 
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3. Filled with gratitude, Noe built an altar, and, taking 
of the animals that were pure, offered sacrifice to the Lord. 
God was pleased with him for this, and set His raiubow in 
the heavens. Then God blessed Noe and his sons, and said to 
them : “ Behold, I will establish my covenant with you and 
with your posterity. There shall be no more a deluge to 
destroy all flesh. While the earth exists, seed-time and har- 
vest, summer and winter, day and night shall not cease. 
And the arc that I have placed in the clouds shall be the 
sign of my covenant with you.” 

4. Tbe impenitent sinner is like tlie raven that returned not to tlie 
Ark, while the dove is like the faithful soul that finds its rest only in 
Jesus Christ and His Church. 



a.m. less.] 8 . — The Sons of Noe. ia.c. 23*2. 

1. Noe had three sons — Sem, Cham, and Japhet. To- 
gether with them he tilled the ground and planted the vine. 
When the vintage came, not knowing the strength of wine, 
he drank too freely, and, becoming drunk, lay in his tent. 
Cham, finding him in this condition, laughed, and, going, 
told his brothers what he had seen. 

2. But they, filled with reverence, and moved with filial 
love, took a cloak, and, putting it upon their shoulders, 
turned away their eyes, and, going backward, covered their 
father. When Noe awoke, and learned what had taken place, 
he cursed Cham, in his descendants, but blessed Sem and 
Japhet. 

a.m. 1757.] The Tower of Babel. [a.c. 2243. 

3. Soon the descendants of Noe began so to multiply that 
they could no longer dwell together in the same place. In 
their pride, before separating, they resolved to build a city 

Questions to Chapter 7.— How long did the deluge continue ? Where did the 
Ark rest ? How did Noe know the waters were gone ? How long was Noe in the 
Ark ? What did Noe offer ? What covenant did God make ? What is said of the 
raven and the dove ? 
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and a tower that would reach to heaven. But God easily 
confounded them in their foolish project. On a sudden their 
language was confused, and they could not understand one 
another. Before this there had been but one language; but 
now there were many. The city and the tower were aban- 
doned, and the people dispersed. 




4. The posterity of Sem was spread over the greater part 
of Asia. From him are descended the Israelites, the chosen 
people of God. The descendants of Cham went to Africa, 
while the children of Japhet passed over to Europe. 

5. The pride of Babel led to the confusion of languages ; while, on 
Pentecost, the humility of the apostles led to their union. 

Questions to Chapter 8.— What is said of Noe’s sons ? What happened to Noe ? 
What did Cham do ? What did Sem and Japhet do ? What did Noe do ? What is 
said of the Tower of Babel ? What did God do ? What was confused ? Where 
did the people go ? Where did the descendants of Sem go ? Who are descended 
from Sem ? Who are descended from Cham ? And who from Japhet ? What is 
said of Babel and Pentecost ? 

END OF THE FIRST AGE. 
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The Names and Ages of the First Ten Patriarchs, from 
Adam to Noe: 



1. Adam . . 

2. Seth . . 

3. Enos . . 

4. Cainan . . 

5. Malaleel 



A.M. AM. 

Bohn. Died. Age. 

930 930 

130 1042 912 
235 1140 905 
325 1235 910 
395 1290 895 



A.M. A.M. 

Born. Died. Age. 

6. Jared . . 460 1422 962 

7. Enoch . . 622 987 365 

8. Mathusalem 687 1656 969 

9. Lamech . . 874 1651 777 

10. Noe . . . 1057 2006 950 



By this it will be seen to what an advanced age the early 
Patriarchs lived. Adam lived 930 years; Lamech, Noe’s 
father, was born in the year 874; so Noe’s father lived 56 
years with Adam, and Noe himself lived 128 years with 
Thare, Abraham’s father. Thus, from Abraham to Adam 
there were but three persons, and from Abraham to Moses it 
was very easy to hand down traditions. Hence, there was no 
difficulty in Moses writing about the creation and the early 
history of the world as we find it related in the Bible. 



AGE II. 

FROM THE CALL OF ABRAHAM TO MOSES. 

CONTAINING 430 YEARS. 

a.m. 2083 ] 9. — The Call of Abraham. [a.c. an.’ 

1. At Haran, in the midst of a wicked world, there lived a 
Chaldee named Abraham, a most upright man. f God chose 
him, that through him the knowledge of the true (rod and the 
hope in the promised Redeemer might be preserved among 
men. For this reason, the Lord commanded Abraham to 
leave his country and his kinsfolks, and go into a strange 
land. God moreover promised that Abraham should be the 
father of a great people, and that in him all nations should 
be blessed. 

2. Abraham obeyed, and, with Sarah his wife, and Lot his 
nephew, together with his servants and flocks, came into 
Chanaan, a land flowing with milk and honey. Here the 
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Lord appeared to Abraham, and promised to give him and 
his posterity that land. In gratitude, Abraham built an 
altar and offered sacrifice to the Lord. 

lO.— The Virtues of Abraham. 

1. His Love of Peace . — In time, because of the scarcity of 
pasture^ quarrels arose between the herdsmen of Abraham and 
the herdsmen of his nephew Lot ; so Abraham,, who loved 
peace rather than gain, thought it better that he and Lot 
should part. He gave Lot the choice to go either to the right 
or to the left. Lot chose the country about the Jordan, and 
dwelt in Sodom, while Abraham remained at Hebron. 




2. His Disinterestedness . — Not long after this there came 
into that country strange kings, who pillaged the cities of 
Sodom and Gomorrha, took Lot captive, and carried off with 
them all his substance. When Abraham heard this sad news, 
he gathered together three hundred of his servants, and, pur- 

Questions to Chapter 9.— What is said of Abraham ? Where did God send 
Abraham? Why? What did God promise? Where did Abraham come ? What 
is said of Chanaan ? 
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suing, defeated those kings, delivered Lot, and, recovering all 
his substance, led him back to his own country. 

3. It was on this occasion Abraham was met by Melchise- 
dech. King of Salem, and priest of the Most High, who, 
offering sacrifice of bread and wine, blessed Abraham. At 
the same time, the King of Sodom offered Abraham all the 
booty that had been taken, only to restore the captives, but 
Abraham would take nothing. 

4. In this victory over the foreign kings, we have a type of Christ’s 
victory over the powers of hell. The sacrifice of Melchisedech in bread 
and wine was a symbol of the Sacrifice of the Mass, which is also offered 
under the appearances of bread and wine. 

5. Abraham’s Faith . — One night God led Abraham to the 
door of his tent, and said to him : “ Lift up your eyes to 
heaven, and count the stars if you can; thus shall your pos- 
terity be multiplied upon the earth.” 

6. God again appeared to him, and confirmed His former 
promise, adding that He would make a covenant with him. 
In return, God required Abraham to serve Him faithfully. 
To confirm this covenant between them, God promised Abra- 
ham a son, whose name should be called Isaac. Abraham 
believed the word of the Lord, and his faith, confirmed by 
his works, was imputed to him. It was on this occasion that 
God prescribed the ceremony of circumcision . 

11.— Abraham’s Hospitality. 

1. During the extreme heat of the day, three strangers ap- 
proached Abraham’s tent. As soon as he saw them, bowing 
himself to the ground, he said to the most distinguished of 
them : “ My lord, pass not by the door of my tent : stop and 
rest under the shade of the tree, and I will set before you a 
little bread, that you may refresh yourself.” 

Questions to Chapter 10.— How did Abraham show his love for peace ? What 
is said of Lot ? Where did he go ? Where did Abraham remain ? What is said 
about Sodom and Gomorrha ? Who was taken captive ? What did Abraham do ? 
Whom did he meet when returning ? What is said of Melchisedech’s sacrifice ? 
What did God promise Abraham ? What did God make with him ? Who was 
Isaac ? What did God prescribe ? * 
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2. Then Sarah hastened to make flour-cakes upon the 
hearth, whilst Abraham chose a tender calf from the flock, 
and, hastening, gave it to the servants to dress and boil; 
then he took milk and butter, and the calf and the cakes, and 
set them before the strangers, while he stood by to serve 
them. 

3. When they had eaten, he who appeared chief among 
the strangers told Abraham that in a year he would return. 




and, by that time, Sarah his wife would have a son. When 
Abraham heard this, he knew that it was God Himself, accom- 
panied by two angels, whom he had entertained. 

4. Abraham's Love of his Neighbor . — When the three 
strangers departed, Abraham accompanied them some dis- 
tance on their journey to Sodom. On the way, the Lord told 
Abraham of the iniquity of Sodom and G^morrha, and how 
He was about to destroy the two wicked cities. When Abra- 
ham heard this, full of charity for his erring neighbors, he- 
besought the Lord not to destroy the just with the unjust. 

5. Pleading, he besought the Lord to spare the sinful cities 
of the plain, if there could be found in them fifty just. And 
when the Lord yielded to his prayer, he yet again and again 
urged, until the Lord agreed, if ten just could be found, not 



Digitized by 



Google 



22 



HISTORY OF THE OLD TESTAMENT. 



to destroy Sodom. But ten just could not be found; there- 
fore, on the following morning, came the punishment as 
terrible in its severity as it was strange in its novelty. 

6. The Lord having left the two angels, they came to Lot, 
in Sodom. On the morrow they led Lot, his wife, and his 




two daughters forth from the place; then the Lord rained 
•down fire and brimstone on the unfortunate cities, destroy- 
ing them with all their inhabitants. But Lot’s wife, forget- 
ting the command of the angels, looked back, and, for her 
curiosity, was on the spot turned into a pillar of salt. The 
•country round about was turned into a sulphurous lake — now 
known as the Dead Sea — which will ever remain a monu- 
ment of the wrath of God for the sins of men. 



12.— Abfaham's Spirit of Self-sacrifice. 

1. As had been foretold, the year after the destruction of 
Sodom, Isaac was born. His father loved him most tenderly. 

Questions to Chapter 11.— Who approached Abraham’s tent ? What did Sarah 
;and Abranam do ? What did the strangers promise ? Whom did Abraham accom- 
pany ? What did the Lord tell him ? For what did Abraham plead ? What came 
on the morrow ? Who were saved ? What happened to Lot’s wife ? What were 
Sodom and Gomorrha turned into ? What is its name ? 



Digitized by Google 




ABRAHAM’S SPIRIT OF SELF-SACRIFICE. 



23 



because he had been born to him in his old age. One night 
God, that He might try him, commanded Abraham to take 
his beloved Isaac and to go up into Mount Moria, and there 
to sacrifice him*. 

. 2. Without a word, Abraham rose, and cutting wood placed 
it on an ass, and, taking with him his son and two servants, 
went forth as the Lord had commanded him. On the third 
day, seeing in the distance the place whither he had been 
commanded to go, he ordered the servants to rest while he 
and Isaac would go up the mountain. 




3. Then Abraham put the wood on Isaac’s shoulders, and 
they went on together. On the way, Isaac remarked that 
they had the fire and the wood with them, but they had no 
victim for the sacrifice. But his father assured him God 
would provide a victim. When they were come to the place 
God had showed them, Abraham built an altar, and, placing 
the wood upon it, bound Isaac and laid him also upon it; 
then he took the sword to sacrifice his much-loved son. 

4. Just as Abraham was about to strike, an angel touched 
his hand and told him not to harm the boy; that the Lord 
was satisfied, since, for His sake, he had not spared his only- 
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begotten son. Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw behind 
him a ram sticking among the bushes; taking it, he offered 
it instead of his son. 

5. The angel spoke again to Abraham, telling him the 
Lord would bless him for this offering he had made; that his 
posterity would be as numerous as the sand of the sea; and 
that from him would be born one in whom all nations would 
be blessed. 

am. 2 U 8 .] 13. — Isaac Marries Rebecca. [a.c.i852. 




1. When Abraham had grown old, he became anxious to 
choose for his son a wife who feared God. Therefore, call- 
ing his faithful servant Eliezer, he sent him into Mesopo- 
tamia, that, amongst his own friends and kinsfolk, he might 
seek for a wife for Isaac. Eliezer took ten camels, and, load- 
ing them with his master’s goods, departed for the city of 
Haran, where Abraham’s brother, Nachor, lived. 

2. When Eliezer approached the city, he made the camels 

Questions to Chapter 12.— Who was born ? How did God test Abraham’s faith ? 
What did Isaac remark ? What did Abraham do ? How was Isaac saved ? What 
promises did God make ? 
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lie down by the wells, where the women were wont to draw 
water; then he prayed thus to the Lord: “ 0 Lord, this day 
come to my help and have mercy upon my master Abraham! 
Soon the young women of this city will come forth to draw 
water; grant, therefore, that the maid who shall say to me, 
4 Drink, and I will give thy camels also to drink/ may be, 0 
Lord, the same whom Thou hast provided for Thy servant, 
Isaac ! ” 

3. Scarce had he finished, when there came from the city 
a young woman, named Rebecca, as modest as she was beau- 
tiful. On her shoulders she carried a pitcher. When she 
had filled it, Eliezer said to her, “ Give me to drink.” She 
answered, “ Drink,” and kindly offered him her pitcher. 
Then she said, “ I will also draw water for your camels.” 

4. When the servant heard this, he stood awhile in silent 
amazement, watching till she had given the camels to drink ; 
then he gave her ear-rings and golden bracelets, and asked 
whose daughter she was, and whether there was room in her 
father's house for him to lodge. In answer, she told him she 
was the daughter of Bathuel, the son of Nachor, and, more- 
over, there was room at her father's, together with plenty of 
straw and hay. When Eliezer heard this, he adored God, 
who had brought his journey to so successful an end. 

5. He then went to Bathuel's house, but would neither eat 
nor drink till he had delivered his message. When they all 
heard for what he had come, and what had happened, Laban, 
Rebecca's brother, as also Bathuel, her father, said: “ God 
had directed all these events, and that he should take Rebecca 
with him.” 

6. Then Eliezer again adored God, and, bringing forth 
vessels of silver and gold, and rich garments, gave them to 
Rebecca. He also gave presents to her mother and her 
brothers. A banquet was prepared; they eat, drank, and 
made merry. In the morning Rebecca's parents and her 
brothers blessed her, and she left her father's home to become 
the wife of Isaac. 

Abraham lived to the advanced age of a hundred and 
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seventy-five years. God blessed him in all his works, and he 
died full of grace and virtues. 

am. 2i68] 14 , — Esau and Jacob. [a.c. 1832. 

1. For twenty years Isaac and Rebecca lived together 
before God blessed them with children. They prayed to the 
Lord, and He gave them two sons — Esau, the first-born, and 
Jacob, the second. Esau was red and hairy, and rough in 
his manners; but Jacob was smooth, and of a gentle disposi- 
tion. Esau became a hunter and a husbandman, while Jacob 
was a shepherd. 

2. Isaac loved the bold and courageous Esau, and eat with 
delight the game which he brought from the chase; but 
Rebecca loved rather the smooth and gentle Jacob, because 
God had told her he would yet rule his elder brother. 

3. One day Jacob had prepared a dish of lentil pottage, 
when Esau, who was returning from the chase, met him, and 
asked him for it. But Jacob refused unless Esau would sell 
him his birthright. So Esau, thinking lightly of the matter, 
sold his birthright for a mess of pottage. 

This transfer of Esau’s birthright to Jacob was symbolical of the 
Jews, who, in the time of Christ, rejected the Gospel, and their rights 
were transferred to the Gentiles, who were chosen in their stead. 

4. When Isaac had grown old and his eyes were dim, he 
one day called Esau to his bedside, and told him to go into 
the fields, and, when he had taken some game, to make him 
a savory dish, that he might bless him before he died. Re- 
becca overheard this conversation; as soon as Esau had gone 
out she called Jacob, and bade him hasten and bring two kids, 
that she might prepare a dish for his father, that, carrying it 
in, he might get his father’s blessing instead of Esau. 

5. At first Jacob objected, lest his father would discover 

Questions to Chapter 13 —What did Abraham wish to choose ? Whom did he 
send? What was Eliezer’s prayer ? How did it turn out? What did Eliezer give 
Rebecca ? What did she te l him ? W'here did Eliezer go ? What happened ? 
Where did Rebecca go ? How old was Abraham when he died ? 
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the fraud, and thus, instead of a blessing, he would receive a 
curse. But Rebecca overcame his objection, and, clothing, 
him in the skin of a kid, sent him to his father. 

Isaac doubted, but calling Jacob to him, and touching him,, 
he said: “ The voice is the voice of Jacob, but the hands are 
the hands of Esau.” So he eat, and blessed Jacob. 




6. Scarce had Jacob gone out when Esau entered with 
what he had caught in the chase. When Esau heard what 
had been done, he became very angry, accusing Jacob of 
having first robbed him of his birthright, and now of his 
father's blessing. From that day Esau hated Jacob and 
threatened his life. Rebecca, seeing this, persuaded Jacob 
to go and stay for a while at Haran, with her brother Laban,, 
until Esau's anger would be appeased. Jacob consented, and 
immediately started on his journey. 

Questions to Chapter 14. — What sons had Jacob and Rebecca ? What was- 
Esau ? What was Jacob ? What had Jacob prepared ? Who asked for it ? What 
did Jacob ask him to sell ? For what did Esau sell his birthright ? Of what is- 
this transfer of the birthright a picture ? How did Jacob get his father’s blessing f 
What was Jacob’s objection ? How did he succeed ? When Esau discovered the- 
fraud, how did he act ? Where did Jacob go ? 
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a.m. 2246 ] 15. — Jacob’s Flight and Sojourn ia.c. 1755 . 

with Laban. 

1. Night overtook Jacob on his journey. Wearied, he took 
a stone and placed it under his head whilst he slept. In his 
sleep he saw a ladder whose foot rested upon the earth and 
its top reached up to heaven. He saw, besides, angels 
ascending and descending upon it, whilst the Lord leaned on 
its top. The Lord spoke to him and promised to give him, 
and his posterity after him, the land on which he then slept. 




2. When Jacob awoke, he took the stone on which he had 
slept and set it up for a title; then he poured oil upon it and 
•called the place Bethel, that is, the house of God . 

[Bethel is a figure of the Church, where Jesus Christ Himself dwells, 
and in which the angels, more effectually than by this mysterious 
ladder, carry our prayers to God and bring again His graces to us.] 

3. Jacob continued his journey, and came to a well around 
which three flocks of sheep were lying. He asked the shep- 
herds if they knew Laban. They said they did, and pointed 
to Rachel, his daughter, who was driving her flocks also to 



Digitized by L.OOQ le 



JACOB'S RETURN. 



29 



the well. When Jacob saw her, he hastened to take away 
the stone that covered the well, and helped her to give drink 
to her flocks. He then told her who he was. 

4. When Rachel heard that he was her cousin, she ran 
home to tell her father, who came in haste to meet Jacob, 
and, embracing him, led him into his house. Jacob remained 
twenty years with Laban, tending his flocks. In many ways 
Laban strove to lessen Jacob's wages; but as often as he 
strove to injure Jacob, God blessed him, until Jacob became 
immensely rich. In time, Jacob married Rachel, and also 
her sister Lea. 

a.m. 2266 .] 16.— Jacob’s Return. [Ac me. 

1. Owing to Jacob's great wealth, Laban became extremely 
jealous of him. At the command of God, Jacob gathered to- 
gether all his servants, and his flocks of sheep and of goats 
and of camels and of asses, and went into his own country. 
When he arrived at the banks of the Jordan, a river that 
marks the limits of Chanaan, he began to fear the former 
anger of Esau. He then sent messengers to make peace 
with him ; but without giving an answer, Esau came to 
meet his brother, accompanied by four hundred men. 

2. When Jacob heard this, he was much alarmed, and 
prayed God to deliver him out of his brother's hands. Dur- 
ing the night an angel appeared to him and wrestled with 
him till the morning. Before the angel left him, he changed 
his name from Jacob to Israel , that is to say, strong against 
God. 

3. This contest of the angel with Jacob is a lively figure of the 
Church. Pagan emperors, heresiarchs, and, above all, hell, have made 
constant war against her ; but as Jacob was not overcome by the angel, 
neither has the Church been overcome, nor shall she be to the end of 
time. 

Questions to Chapter 15.— Describe Jacob’s ladder. What did God promise ? 
What does Bethel mean ? What is said of Bethel and the Church ? Whom did 
Jacob meet at the well ? What happened ? How long did Jacob serve Laban ? 
Whom did he marry ? 
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4. In the morning Jacob saw Esau coming towards him. 
He hastened to divide his children and his servants and his 
Hocks into two companies ; then, advancing to meet Esau, 
bowed himself seven times before him. The brothers em- 
braced and wept for joy; Jacob’s children, also advancing, 
bowed themselves before Esau. 

5. After a short delay the brothers parted, and Jacob pur- 
sued his journey; penetrated with a lively sense of the divine 
protection, he came into the land of Chanaan. When his 
old father saw him he was much rejoiced, and gave God 
thanks that his son had returned. Isaac died at the ad- 
vanced age of a hundred and eighty years, and was buried by 
his sons Esau and Jacob. 

17.— Joseph in his Father’s House. 

1. Jacob had twelve sons, of whom Joseph was the best. 
His father loved him above all his brothers ; and when they 
saw the coat of many colors which his father made for him, 
they were filled with rage and envy. One day, while they 
were tending their flocks, his brothers committed a grievous 
fault. Joseph told his father, and by this only the more 
were his brothers enraged against him. 

2. On another occasion Joseph told nis brothers a dream 
he fiad had. He appeared, he said, to be binding sheaves 
with them in the field, when suddenly his sheaf rose up, 
and theirs, standing round about, bowed down to his. His 
brothers asked him, “ If he wished to be their king?” So 
they only hated him the more. 

3. Joseph had another dream, in which the sun and the 
moon and eleven stars seemed to worship him. This time 
his father asked him, “Whether he expected that he and 
his mother and his brothers should worship him ? ” But 

Questions to Chapter 16 — How did Laban act towards Jacob ? Wbat did Jacob 
gather together ? Wbat happened at the Jordan ? With whom did Jacob wrestle ? 
What does Israel mean ? How is Jacob’s contest a figure of the Church ? How did 
Esau and Jacob meet ? How old was Isaac when he died ? 
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then, reflecting upon the whole matter, Jacob thought God 
might have great things in store for his son. 

a.m.2286.] 18.— Joseph Sold into Egypt. [a.c.i 7 h. 

1. Some time after this Jacob sent Joseph to see his 
brothers, who were feeding their flocks at Sichem, that he 
might bring him back word how they were. But when the 
brothers saw Joseph coming to them, they determined to kill 
him and cast him into a pit that was near by. When Buben, 
the eldest brother, heard this cruelty of his brothers, he per- 
suaded them to let him down alive into an empty cistern 
that was there. This he did hoping he might rescue the boy 
out of their hands. 



2. As soon as Joseph arrived he was stripped of his coat 
of many colors and cast into the empty cistern. Whilst liis 
brothers were eating, they saw some Ismaelite merchants 
passing on their way to Egypt, their camels carrying their 
merchandise. Then Juda advised his brothers not to kill 
Joseph — for he was their brother — and it would be better to 

Questions to Chapter 17.— What is said of Joseph ? Why did his brothers hate 
him ? What were his dreams ? 
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sell him; so they drew him out of the cistern and sold him 
to the Ismaelites for twenty pieces of silver. 

3. Ruben was absent when Joseph was sold, and, return- 
ing shortly after, sought the boy, and, not finding him, went, 
in much trouble, to the others to know what they had done 
with him ; but they were indifferent to his inquiries. 

Then the brothers killed a kid, and dipping Joseph’s coat 
in its blood, sent it to their father, pretending they had found 
it. Jacob knew the coat at once, and concluded a wild beast 
had killed his son. Rending his garments and putting on 
sackcloth, he would not be comforted. 

4. In many respects Joseph’s life was a picture of the life of Jesus 
Christ. Joseph was hated by his brothers because of his great virtues ; 
Jesus was hated for His doctrines and the prophecies that foretold His 
greatness. Joseph was betrayed, sold, and calumniated ; so was Christ. 
Joseph triumphed in the end ; so did Jesus Christ. Joseph was made 
governor over Egypt ; Jesus is King of heaven and earth. Joseph, 
saved his brothers ; Jesus Christ redeemed and saved mankind. 



am. 2287 ] 19. — Joseph in the House of [a.c. ma. 

Putiphar. 

1. When the Ismaelites came into Egypt, they sold Joseph 
to Putiphar, the chief officer in Pharao’s army. God was 
with Joseph, so that whatever he undertook succeeded. 
Soon he was placed in charge of Putiphar’s house. 

2. After some time Putiphar’s wife strove to persuade him 
to commit a grievous sin, but he would not. However, she 
continued to press her wishes, until one day, when she was 
more pressing than usual, Joseph fled, leaving his cloak in 
her hands. 

3. Finding she could not succeed, her love was turned into 
hatred, and, seeing Joseph’s cloak in her hands, resolved to 
ruin the innocent young man. Then, with well-affected 

Questions to Chapter 18. — Where was Joseph sent ? What did his brothers pro- 
pose ? What did Ruben say ? What was done with Joseph? To whom was Joseph 
sold ? For bow much ? How did Ruben act ? What was done with Joseph’s coat ? 
How did Jacob act when he saw the coat ? How was Joseph’s life a picture of the 
life of Jesus Christ ? 
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horror, she began to cry out against Joseph ; and when 
Putiphar came home, repeated her falsehoods and calumnies. 
Her husband believed her story, and, seeing the cloak, be- 
came very angry and cast Joseph into prison. 

a.m. 2287 .] 20. — Joseph in Prison. [a.c. m*. 

1. Joseph soon found favor with the keeper of the prison. 
Here, as before with Putiphar’s house, Joseph was placed in 
charge of the other prisoners. Two of Pharao’s officers, the 
cup-bearer and chief baker, were also cast into prison. 




2. On the same night they had each a dream that made 
them very sad. In the morning Joseph noticed their sorrow, 
and, asking why, they told him of their dreams, and that no- 
one could interpret them. Joseph bade them tell them to 
him. 

3. The cup-bearer said : “ I saw before me three branches 
j of a vine, which, by degrees, grew and blossomed, and at 

length brought forth grapes. I took the grapes and pressed 
them into the king’s cup, and gave him to drink.” When 

Questions to Chapter 19.— To whom was Joseph sold ? How did Putiphar ® 
wife act f Who cast Joseph into prison ? 
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Joseph heard this, he answered: “ The three branches are yet 
three days, when the king will restore you to your former 
dignity, and you shall present the cup as heretofore. Re- 
member me, and speak to the king for me, for, though cast 
into prison, I am innocent.” 

4. Then the chief baker said: “ I carried on my head three 
baskets of meal. In the uppermost were all kinds of pastry, 
of which the birds came and eat.” Joseph answered: “The 
three baskets are three days, when the king shall cut off your 
head, and hang your body on a gibbet, where the birds shall 
eat your flesh.” 

5. Three days after, everything happened as Joseph had 
foretold : the king restored the cup-bearer, and he presented 
the cup as before, but the baker he hanged on a gibbet. The 
cup-bearer, however, in his prosperity, forgot Joseph. 

a m. 2289.] 21.— Joseph’s Greatness. [a.c. mi. 

1. After two years Pharao had a dream. He seemed to 
stand on the bank of the Nile, while seven fat kine came up 
and fed in the marshes; then there came up seven other 
kine, lean and ill-favored, that devoured the fat kine. After 
this the king awoke. 

2. Pharao slept again, and dreamt another dream : he saw 
seven ears of corn, full and fair, growing upon one stalk; 
then he saw seven other ears grow up, thin and blasted, and 
these eat up the first. So Pharao awoke. In the morning 
the king sent for all the wise men and soothsayers of Egypt, 
to whom he related his dreams, but no one could interpret 
them. 

3. Then the cup-bearer remembered Joseph, and told the 
king how, in prison, Joseph had interpreted both his and the 
chief baker’s dream. Immediately Joseph was sent for. 
When the king related his dreams to him, Joseph told the 
king their interpretation depended not on him but on God. 

Questions to Chapter 20. — What position did Joseph hold in the prison ? What 
happened there ? What was the cup bearer’s dream ? What was the baker's ? 
How were they fulfilled ? Whom did the cup-bearer forget ? 
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4. “ This/’ said Joseph, “is the interpretation of your 
dreams : the seven fat kine and the seven full ears are seven 
years of plenty; the seven lean kine and the seven blasted 
oars are seven years of famine, which will follow and eat up 
all the abundance of the seven years of plenty. The famine 
shall be in all the land. Let, therefore, the king choose a 
wise man, and make him ruler over Egypt; and let him, dur- 
ing the years of abundance, gather the crops into public 
granaries, that there may be food against the seven years of 
famine.” 




5. This counsel pleased Pharao, and, admiring the wisdom 
and prudence that appeared in Joseph, he chose him. Then 
he took the ring from his own finger and put it upon 
Joseph’s, and, putting upon him a silken robe, and round his 
neck a chain of gold, made him go up into his second chariot, 
while a herald went before, crying aloud: “ Let all the people 
bow their knee before Joseph, who is made governor of 
Egypt.” Pharao also changed Joseph’s name, and called 
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him “ Saviour of the world .” Joseph was then thirty years of 
age. 

am. 22««.] .22. — Joseph’s Brethren go into [a.c. m 

Egypt. 

1. During the seven years of plenty, Joseph stored up great 
quantities of wheat. As he had foretold, the famine came, 
and the people demanded bread from the king; but he sent 
them to Joseph, who opened the granaries and gave out 
wheat. 

2. The famine passed also into the land of Chanaan. Jacob* 
hearing there was wheat in Egypt, sent ten of his sons 
thither, that they might buy; but Benjamin, the youngest, he 
kept at home, lest any harm should befall him on the way. 
In time the brothers arrived in Egypt, and, coming to Joseph* 
humbly bowed themselves before him. He knew them, but 
they did not know him. 

3. Joseph began to charge them with being spies, but they 
declared their innocence, and how they had come only to 
buy wheat. They also told him that, originally, they were 
twelve brothers; that the youngest was at home with their 
father, but the other was^not living. Joseph, that he might 
further try them, threatened to cast one of them into prison 
until the others should return and bring their younger 
brother, that he might see if they were men of truth or no. 

4. When the brothers saw themselves so harshly treated* 
they began to speak one to the other, not thinking that 
Joseph understood what they said, as he had spoken to them 
only through an interpreter. In their trouble they remem- 
bered how they had treated him, and acknowledged that their 
present treatment was a just punishment for their former 
cruelty to their younger brother. When Joseph heard this, 
going out, he wept. 

Questions to Chapter 21.— What was Pharao’s first dream ? What his second ? 
Who could not inetrpret the dreams ? Who could ? What was the interpretation 
of the dreams ? Who was maede govrnor of Egypt ? What was Joseph called ? 
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5. Then Simeon was cast into prison, while the sacks of the 
others were filled with corn, and their money put secretly 
in each man’s sack; provisions were also given them for 
the journey. When all was ready, the brothers loaded their 
asses and went their way. 

6. Coming to their father, they told him all that had hap- 
pened; and, emptying their sacks, each found the price of 
his corn. Great fear came upon them. When J acob heard 
what had happened, he began to lament his sad lot — how 
they would rob him of his children; Joseph was not, Simeon 
was a prisoner, and now they would take Benjamin away. 

A.M. 2297 .] 23 . — Benjamin goes down to ca.c.i 7 os. 

Egypt. 

1. When their wheat was all eaten, Jacob ordered his sons 
to go again into Egypt ; but Juda said it was useless unless 
they took Benjamin with them. After considering the 
matter well, Jacob at length consented. Taking with them 
Benjamin, and double money, they started again. 

2. When they arrived in Egypt, and Joseph saw Benjamin, 
he commanded his steward to bring them into the palace, 
that they might dine with him. The steward did as he was 
ordered. They, seeing what was done, became frightened, 
and began to think it was because of the money they had 
found in their sacks ; but the steward told them not to fear, 
and, going, brought Simeon to them. 

3. When Joseph came in to see them, they bowed down 
before him and presented the gifts they had brought. He 
saluted them kindly and asked for their father: if he yet 
lived, and if he were well. Having answered him, he turned 
to Benjamin, and, blessing him, went out and, for joy, wept. 

4. Washing his face, he returned and ordered dinner. 

Questions to Chapter 22.— After seven years what happened ? What did 
Joseph give the people ? What did Jacob do ? Who was kept at home ? How did 
the brothers appear before Joseph ? What did they tell him ? What did Joseph 
threaten ? What did the brothers say to each other ? What did Joseph do ? Who 
was cast into prison ? What was done to the others ? What did they tell their 
father ? What was found in each man’s sack ? How did Jacob act ? 
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When he seated them each in the order of his age, they 
wondered exceedingly. To each he gave a share, but Benja- 
min’s was five times larger than that of any other. So they 
eat and drank and made merry with Joseph. 

24. — Joseph’s Silver Cup. 

1. Joseph would again prove his brothers, to see if they 
were as jealous and hard-hearted towards Benjamin as they 
had been to himself ; so, when the feast was ended, he bade 
his steward fill their sacks with corn, to put each man’s 
money back into his sack, and his own silver cup into the 
sack of the youngest. The order was obeyed, and in the 
morning they departed. 




2. But scarce were they gone when Joseph sent his 
steward after them, charging them with returning evil for 
good in having stolen his master’s silver cup. When the 
sons of Jacob heard the accusation, they were overwhelmed 

Questions to Chapter 28.— What did Jacob order ? What at first did Jacob re 
fuse ? When they arrived in Egypt, what did Joseph command ? How did the 
brothers feel ? How did Joseph receive them ? How did Joseph act towards Benja- 
min ? How. did Joseph seat his brothers ? Whose share was the greatest ? How 
did the brothers act ? 
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with fear, and declared that with whomsoever the cup would 
be found, he should die. Hastening, they opened their sacks, 
and the cup was found in Benjamin’s. Confounded, they 
gazed on each other, and, rending their garments, returned 
to Joseph. 

3. They cast themselves at his feet, and Juda, in their 
name, said they had no excuse to make ; that they were thus 
justly punished for their sins ; and that hereafter they would 
be his slaves. Joseph, however, declared that only he with 
whom the cup had been found should be his slave ; the 
others would be free to go. 

4. When Juda heard this, he drew near to Joseph and told 
him how much it had cost their father to let Benjamin go, 
how he had pledged himself for the return of the boy, and 
how, if they returned without Benjamin, he feared it would 
kill their aged father ; then Juda offered himself to be slave 
instead of his younger brother Benjamin. 

5. Joseph could no longer restrain himself, but, bursting 
info tears, said to his brothers, “ I am Joseph.” They could 
not answer him, so great was their fear ; but he spoke kindly 
to them, assuring them that all they had done to him had 
been directed by God. Then he asked how his father was, 
and commanded his brothers to hasten and tell him of his 
son’s glory; to come down to Egypt, for there were yet five 
years of famine. 

When Pharao heard the news, he promised to give Jacob 
of the fat of Egypt. Then Joseph dismissed his brothers, 
sending with them chariots and provisions, costly robes and 
silver. 



am. 2298.1 25. — Jacob goes down to Egypt la.c. 1702. 

1. When Joseph’s brothers came to their father and told 
him the news,— how his son yet lived, and was governor of 

Questions to Chapter 24.— What is said of Joseph’s silver cup ? What did the 
brothers say ? In whose sack was the cup found ? What did Juda offer ? What 
message did Joseph send his father ? 
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Egypt, — Jacob awoke as from a dream. At first he could not 
believe what he heard, blit when he saw the chariots of the 
king, and received the rich presents sent by his son, his 
spirits revived, and he was satisfied, now that Joseph lived, to 
go down to Egypt, that he might see him before he died. 



2. Jacob gathered together all his possessions and, accom- 
panied by his sons and their wives and their children, — in 
all to the number of seventy, — began his journey. When he 
came to the borders of the land of Chanaan, the Lord ap- 
peared to him and told him to fear nothing, for He would go 
down with him, and would yet make of him a great nation, 
and in time would bring him back again. 

3. Juda went on before to tell Joseph that his father was 
coming. Joseph hastened to meet his father, and, seeing 
him, fell upon his neck and wept. “ Now I die in peace, ” 
said Jacob, “ since I see your face.” 

In the same manner spoke the aged Simeon, seventeen hundred years 
afterwards, when, in the Temple of Jerusalem, he saw the true Joseph, 
Jesus Christ, the Saviour of the world. 

4. When Joseph presented his father to the king, he asked 
him his age. The old man said, “ I am a hundred and 
thirty years of age ; yet I am not as old as my fathers.” 



Digitized by CjOOQle 



THE DEATH OF JACOB AND J08EPH. 



41 



Joseph gave his father and his brethren possessions in Ges- 
sen, because there was there great abundance of grass for 
their flocks. 

am. 2315 ] 26. — The Death of Jacob and [a.c.i« 85 . 

Joseph. 

1. Seventeen years after his arrival in Egypt, Jacob fell 
sick. When Joseph heard this he took his two sons, Ephraim 
and Manasses, and hastened to visit his father. When Jacob 
saw the two boys, he blessed them. 




2. Then he called together his sons, and told them God 
would yet lead them back to their own country; but he 
charged them to bury him in the land of Chanaan. Then he 
blessed them, foretelling what would happen in the latter 
days. 

To Juda he gave the greatest blessing, saying: “ You shall 
rule over your enemies; the sons of your father shall bow 

Questions to Chapter 25. — How did Jacob act when lie heard Joseph was alive t 
What did Jacob gather together? Who appeared to him ? What did the Lord 
tell him ? Who told Joseph his father was coming ? Describe the meeting of 
Joseph and Jacob. What is said of Simeon ? How old was Jacob when he went 
into Egypt ? 
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•down to you, and the sceptre shall not pass from Juda till 
He cometh that is to be sent, ‘ the Expectation of Nations.’” 

3. This celebrated prophecy, that so clearly marked the time when 
the Messiah would come, was accomplished when Herod, the first 
stranger, ruled over Judea. In him the sceptre passed from Juda. 

4. When Jacob was dead, Joseph threw himself on his 
father’s face, weeping and kissing him. Then he ordered the 
physicians to embalm the body, and when, according to the 
custom of the Egyptians, he had mourned for seventy days, 
he, with his brothers and an immense multitude, carried the 
body into the land of Chanaan. Thus was Jacob buried at 
Hebron. 

a.m. 2389.] 5. Joseph lived to the age of a [a.c. i63i. 

hundred and ten years, and saw his children’s children to the 
third generation. When he saw his end drawing near, he 
-called his brothers to him, and told them they would have 
"trouble after his death; to fear nothing, however, as God 
would surely lead them back to the land He had promised to 
their forefathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Then, having 
charged them to take his bones up with them, he died, and 
his body was embalmed and laid in a coffin. 

27 .— The Patience of Job. 

1. Contemporary with the patriarchs there lived in Arabia 
a man named Job. He had seven sons and three daughters; 
for possessions he had seven thousand sheep, three thousand 
•camels, five hundred yoke of oxen, and five hundred asses, 
besides many servants. He was much esteemed on account 
of his great wealth, but much more so for his piety. 

2. On a certain day God said to Satan, “ Have you con- 
sidered my servant Job, how there is none like to him on the 
whole earth ? ” Satan replied that it was easy for Job to 
serve God, that he was rich and blessed in all his actions; but. 

Questions to Chapter 26.— How many years after his arrival when Jacob fell 
sick ? What were the names of Joseph’s sons ? What did Jacob do before he 
died ? What prophecy was given to Juda ? Where was this prophecy fulfilled ? 
What was done with Jacob’s body ? Where was he buried ? What did Joseph 
foretell ? What was done with his body ? 
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“Touch him,” said Satan, “and he will curse you and 
abandon you.” God gave Satan permission, only not to touch 
his person. 

3. Soon after this, while the sons and daughters of Job 
were eating and drinking together in the house of their eldest 
brother, there came a messenger to Job to tell him how the 
Sabeans had taken his oxen and his asses, and slain his ser- 
vants. The messenger had hardly finished when there came 
another, telling how fire had fallen from heaven and con- 
sumed his sheep and his shepherds. There came still a third, 
saying the Chaldeans had taken his camels and slain his 
servants. And while he was yet speaking there came a 
fourth with the sad news that the house in which his chil- 
dren were feasting had been blown down by a wind and all 
were killed. 




4. When Job heard these things, rising up, he rent his gar- 
ments, and, falling down, adored God. “ The Lord gave, and 
the Lord hath taken away,” said he; “blessed be the name 
of the Lord.” So Job sinned not, and God rejoiced in His 
servant. 

5. Satan again appeared before the Lord and said, if God 
would but touch Job’s person, He would see Job would curse 
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Him. God put Job in Satan's power. Then Satan struck 
Job with a grievous ulcer, so that he was covered with sores 
from the crown of his head to the sole of his foot. Job 
scraped his sores with a potsherd. 

6. Job's wife, seeing this, came and upbraided him for his 
folly. But Job answered, "If we have received good from 
the hand of God, why will we not receive evil ? " So again 
Job sinned not. 

7. When Job's friends heard what had befallen him, three 
of them came to condole with him. Seeing him, they wept, 
and, sitting down, for seven days and seven nights no one 
spoke, for they saw how great was his grief. 

8. At length Job opened his mouth and began to lament 
his suffering; but his friends only reproached him with his 
faults. Job would not confess that he was guilty, but stoutly 
maintained his innocence and his confidence in God. 

9. This confidence was not misplaced, for Job was deliv- 
ered from his afflictions, and had possessions twice as great 
as before. Again he had seven sons and three daughters, and 
after this lived a hundred and forty years, and saw his chil- 
dren's children to the fourth generation. He died an old 
man, full of joy and happiness. 

10. Job is a figure of Jesus Christ, who, bruised from the top of His 
head to the sole of His foot, and scorned as a man covered with iniqui- 
ties, complained not. We see also in Job’s case how far sometimes God 
permits the devil to exercise his powers. 

END OF THE SECOND AGE. 



Names and Ages of the Patriarchs from Noe to Moses: 



1. Thare 

2. Abraham 

3. Isaac . . 



A.M. 

Born. Died. Age. 
1878 2083 205 
2008 2183 175 
2108 2288 180 



4. Jacob . 

5. Levi . 

6. Moses . 



A.UI. 

Born. Died. Age. 
2168 2315 147 
2255 2392 137 
2433 2553 120 



Questions to Chapter 27.— What is said of Job ? What did God say to Satan ? 
What did Satan say to God ? "Who were eating and drinking ? "What did the first 
messenger tell Job ? What the second ? Third ? And fourth ? W T hat did Job 
say ? What power did God give Satan the second time ? W T ith what was Job 
struck ? W T hat did Job answer his wife ? Who came to see Job ? What did they 
do ? What did Job maintain ? What reward did Job receive for his patience ? 
Of whom was Job a figure ? How ? 
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AGE III. 

FROM MOSES TO DAVID. 

28.— The Birth of Moses. [a.c.i M 7. 

1. In Egypt the posterity of Jacob rapidly increased, and 
soon became a great people. In the mean time other kings 
arose, who knew not Joseph, and, seeing how great the Israel- 
ites had become, began to fear them ; so they oppressed the 
children of Jacob, put heavy burdens upon them, and finally 
ordered the Egyptian midwives to cast into the Nile all the 
male children that would be born among the Hebrews. 




2. One of the Hebrew women bore a son, whom sne loved 
most tenderly. For three months she hid him; but, finding 
it impossible to conceal him any longer, she made a basket of 
bulrushes, and, smearing it with pitch, laid the child in it, 
and placed the basket among the sedges by the bank of the 
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river. Then she sent his sister to watch what would come to 
pass. 

3. By the direction of God, Pharao’s daughter came down 
to the river to wash herself, and, seeing the basket, sent her 
maid to bring it. When she opened it and saw the child, 
she knew it belonged to one of the Hebrew women. The 
sister approaching, Pharaohs daughter sent her to bring a 
nurse. She ran and brought the mother. Pharaohs daughter 
gave her the child to nurse, and, when he was grown up, 
adopted him, calling him Moses , that is, saved from the 
waters . 

4. Moses was a figure of Jesus Christ. Moses was * saved from the 
river ; Jesus, from Herod. Moses, when young, was wise in words and 
powerful in deeds ; so also Christ, who, at the age of twelve, was the 
wonder of priests and doctors. Moses divided the waters of the sea ; 
Christ calmed the winds and the storms. Moses led the way to the 
Promised Land ; Christ is the way to heaven. 

5. Moses, amid great miracles, gave the Old Law to the Jews ; Christ, 
with the most stupendous miracles, gave the New Law to the world. 
Moses abolished idolatry among the Jews ; Christ, in the world. Moses 
gave civil liberty to the Jews'; Christ, spiritual liberty to mankind. 

6. Moses fasted forty days on the mountain ; Christ fasted forty days 
in the desert. Moses descended from the mountain with his face trans- 
figured ; Christ was transfigured on the mountain. In the desert, Moses 
fed the people with manna ; Christ feeds the world with His own body 
and blood. Moses confirmed the Old Law with the blood of bullocks ; 
Christ sealed the New Law with His own blood. 

A.M. 2613.] 29. — The Call of Moses. [A.C. 1487. 

1. When Moses attained his fortieth year he resolved to 
share the miseries of his people. By his vigorous" defence of 
the Hebrews against the cruelty of the Egyptians, he incurred 
the displeasure of the king, who resolved to put him to death; 
but Moses fled to Madian, in Arabia, where he lived for forty 
years, tending the flocks of his father-in-law, Jethro, a priest 
of that country. 

Questions to Chapter 28.— What is said of Jacob’s posterity ? How did the 
kings of Egypt treat them ? What order was given to the midwives ? Tell the 
story of the birth of Moses and how he was saved. What does Moses mean ? Tell 
how Moses was a figure of Jesus Christ. 
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2. One day, when Moses had led his flock to the mountain 
of Horeb, God appeared to him in the midst of a burning 
bush « Moses was much astonished that the bush was not 
consumed, and approached to see what it could mean; but 
God commanded him to stand still and take off his shoes, for 
the place was holy. At the voice of God, Moses fell on his- 
face. 




3. Then God told him how He had seen the afflictions of’ 
the Hebrews, and that He was about to deliver them; be- 
sides, He had chosen him to lead the people out of Egypt. 
At first Moses objected, alleging his weakness and slowness- 
of speech; but God promised to be with him, and gave him 
Aaron, his brother, as spokesman. 

4. Then Moses returned to Egypt, and Aaron with him,, 
and, assembling the people of Israel, Aaron spoke to them all. 
the Lord had commanded. When Moses had wrought mira- 
cles before the people, they believed and adored God. 

Questions to Chapter 29.— How old was Moses when he resolved to join his 
people ? Whose anger did he excite ? Where did he flee ? Whose flocks did h®- 
keep ? In what did God appear to Moses ? What did God command him to do t 
Who was given as spokesman ? Where did Moses and Aaron go ? 
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am. 2613] 30. — The Ten Plagues of Egypt. [a.c.u«7. 

1. Moses and Aaron were both about eight}' years of age 
when they first presented themselves before Pharao and com- 
manded him to let the Israelites go into the desert to sacrifice 
to the Lord. But Pharao refused, and commanded the Is- 
raelites to be oppressed more and more. Their tasks were 
also increased. 




2. Again Moses and Aaron presented themselves before 
Pharao. At the command of God, Aaron cast his rod before 
the king, and immediately it was changed into a serpent. 
Pharao only the more hardened his heart and would not let 
the people go. Then God sent ten plagues upon Pharao and 
his people. 

3. For the first, Aaron struck the Nile with his rod, and 
its waters were changed into blood, and corrupted. After 
eeven days he again stretched his hand over the waters of 
Egypt, and there came up frogs that covered the whole land. 
Then, in turn, the dust of the earth was turned into flies and 
insects that tormented both man and beast. 
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1. Before God sent His tenth plague He wished to pre- 
pare the Israelites for it. Eacli family was therefore com- 
manded by Moses and Aaron to prepare a lamb without 
blemish, and on the fourteenth day of the month to sacrifice 
it, and to sprinkle their door-posts with its blood. They 
were further required to roast the lamb at the fire, and whilst, 

Questions to Chapter 30.— How old were Moses and Aaron when they went to 
Pharao ? What did they ask of him ? What did Bharao do ? What was done the 
second time Moses presented himself to Pharao f What was the first plague ? 
What was the second, third, etc.? Did Pharao let the people go ? 
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4. In quick succession there followed a murrain amongst 
the cattle, and boil3 and swellings upon man and beast. For 
the seventh plague, God sent thunder and hail, and light- 
ning running along the ground. After this was added the 
plague of locusts to eat up what the hail had spared; and, at 
last, impenetrable darkness covered the land. 

But Pharao hardened his heart and would not let the 
people go as the Lord commanded; so God struck him with 
a tenth plague more terrible than all the rest. 



am. 2513. j 31. — The Death of the First-born. — [a.c. i« 7 . 
The Paschal Lamb. — The Departure from Egypt. 
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with unleavened bread and wild lettuce, they eat its flesh, to 
stand with their loins girt and staves in their hands. The 
Israelites did all they were commanded. 

2. About the middle of the night, the angel of the Lord 
struck all the first-born of Egypt, even from the first-born of 
Pharao to the humblest of the land : no family escaped. But 
the angel, seeing the blood on the door-posts of the Israelites, 
spared them. 

3. When Pharao saw this, he rose up and, calling Moses 
and Aaron, commanded them to go forth and to take the 
Israelites with them. The Egyptians also pressed them to 
go, fearing lest all would die. The Israelites went forth from 
Egypt, two hundred and fifteen years after Jacob had gone 
thither, to the number of six hundred thousand men, besides 
women and children. They carried with them the bones of 
J oseph. 

4. The paschal lamb was a figure of Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God, 
who was offered on the cross. By His blood we also are marked and 
delivered from eternal death. The deliverance of the Israelites from the 
bondage of Egypt is also a figure of man’s delivery from the bondage of 
sin and hell. 

a m. 25i3.] 32. — The Passage of the Red Sea. [a-c.hst 

1. God became the guide of the Israelites, leading them 
on their way by a cloud in the day and a pillar of fire in the 
night. In a few days they came to the Red Sea. Meanwhile 
Pharao repented that he had let the Israelites go, and re- 
solved to gather together his horses and chariots and pursue 
them. When the Israelites saw the Egyptians behind them 
and the sea before them, they were seized with great fear. 
But Moses encouraged them, and assured them the Lord 
would fight for them. 

2. The cloud that had goije before the Israelites now went 

Questions to Chapter 31.— What did God command the Israelites to eat ? How 
was the paschal lamb to be eaten ? With what were the door-posts sprinkled ? 
What happened about the middle of the night ? Who were spared ? What did 
Pharao do ? How long were the Israelites in Egypt ? How many entered Egypt ? 
How many left it ? Whose bones were carried out ? Of what was the paschal 
lamb a figure ? 
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behind them, and became a wall of separation between the 
Egyptians and the Israelites. On the side of the former it 
was dark, but on the side of the latter it shone with a clear 
light. Thus the two armies were separated during the night. 
Ey command of God, Moses stretched forth his rod over the 
sea, and the waters were divided, rising as a wall to the right 
and to the left. 




3. During the night the Israelites passed through on dry 
land. In the morning the Egyptians also followed, but, at 
the command of God, Moses again stretched forth his rod 
over the sea, and the waters returned to their place — Pharao 
and his whole army, his chariots and his horsemen, were 
swallowed up, so that not a single person escaped. 

4. The cloud by day and the pillar of fire by night were a figure of 
Jesus Christ. He is the light, in which those who walk will not perish. 
The Red Sea is also a figure of Baptism, since we must all receive it if 
we will enter heaven. 

Questions to Chapter 32.— Who became the guide of the Israelites ? What was 
seen in the day ? What in the night ? What did Pharao do ? What became of the 
cloud ? Tell bow the Israelites passed the Red Sea. What happened to the 
Egyptians ? What was a figure of Jesus Christ ? How ? Of what was the Red Sea 
a figure ? How ? 
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33. — The Quails, the Manna, and the Water in the 

Desert. 

1. When the Israelites came into the desert they could 
find no bread ; then they began to murmur against Moses, 
and to wish for the flesh-pots of Egypt. God promised them 
flesh to the full, and, in the morning, bread. In the evening 
there came into the camp an immense number of quails, 
which were easily caught ; and in the morning the desert was 
covered with small white seeds that appeared like hoar-frost. 
When the Israelites saw this they cried out Man-hu ! that 
is, What is this ? 




2. Then Moses told them it was the bread which the Lord 
had sent them. They were commanded to gather as much 
as each one needed. The people did so, and found the taste 
thereof like fine flour mixed with honey. 

3. For forty years God fed the Israelites with this bread, 
which was afterwards called manna. It fell no more after 
they came into the land of Chanaan. 
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This manna was preeminently a figure of the Sacrament of the Altar, 
in which Jesus Christ gives Himself under the appearance of bread and 
wine. 




4. Some time after this there was a scarcity of water, and 
the Israelites began again to murmur. God told Moses to 
take his rod, and to go to Mount Horeb and strike the rock. 
He did so, and immediately there came forth water in such 
abundance that the people quenched their thirst and were 
satisfied. 



34. — The Ten Commandments. 

1. Three months after their departure from Egypt the 
Israelites came to Mount Sinai. God called Moses, and he 
went up into the mountain. Here the Lord spoke to him, 
and bade him remind the people of all He had already done 
for them, and how He would continue to protect them if 
they would be faithful to Him, and that He would make 

Questions to Chapter 33 — In the desert what did the people do ? What did God 
send in the evening ? What in the morning ? What was the taste of the manna ? 
How long did God feed the Israelites on manna ? Of what was the manna a figure? 
How did God supply water ? 
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them a chosen people . When Moses descended from the 
mountain and told the people all the words of the Lord, they 
cried out, “ We will do all the Lord hath spoken.” 

2. Then God commanded the people to purify themselves 
to-morrow and the next day, and to be ready for the third. 
On the morning of the third day it began to thunder and 
lighten ; a thick cloud covered the mountain. The top of 
Mount Sinai was on fire, and it shook to its base. Then 
came the sound of a trumpet, that grew louder and louder, 
until the people trembled with an exceeding great fear. 




3. When Moses had led the people to the foot of the 
mountain, the Lord spoke thus : 

I. I am the Lord thy God. Thou shalt not have 
strange gods before Me. 

II. Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God 
in vain. 

III. Remember thou keep holy the Sabbath day. 

IV. Honor thy father and thy mother. 

V. Thou shalt not kill. 

VT. Thou shalt not commit adultery. 
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VII. Thou shalt not steal. 

VIII. Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy 
neighbor. 

IX. Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s wife. 

X. Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s goods. 

4. When the people, who were camped round about the 
mountain, heard these things, trembling with fear and full 
of reverence, they promised to do all the Lord commanded 
them. Moses built an altar and offered sacrifice to the Lord. 
He took also of the blood of the victims and sprinkled it 
upon the people, as a sign of the covenant the Lord had that 
day made with them. 

5. As the covenant of the Old Law was established on Mount Sinai, 
so was the covenant of the New Law sealed on Calvary. There God 
showed His power ; here, His mercy. Both covenants were sealed with 
blood : at Sinai with the blood of bullocks ; on Calvary with the blood 
of Jesus Christ. 



35. — The Golden Calf. 

1. After this, Moses again went up into the mountain, and 
for forty days and forty nights remained conversing with 
God. The Lord gave* him two tables of stone, on which were 
written the ten commandments. While Moses delayed on 
the mountain, the people began to murmur, and came to 
Aaron and demanded that he would make for them gods like 
to those of the Egyptians. Not thinking they would comply 
with his command, he said to them, “ Bring me the golden 
earrings of your wives and daughters.” 

2. Contrary to his expectations, they brought them, and, 
being a weak man, he had not courage to resist their wicked 
wish ; so he cast them into a furnace and made a golden 
calf, and built an altar. Then the Israelites gathered to- 

Questions to Chapter 34.— When did the people come to Sinai ? Who was called 
up to the mountain ? What did God tell Moses ? What did the people say ? What 
were the people commanded to do ? What happened on the third day ? Repeat 
the ten commandments. What did Moses offer ? With what did he sprinkle the 
people ? What comparison between Sinai and Calvary ? 
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gether and offered sacrifice, and, eating and drinking, rose 
up to play, after the manner of the pagans. 

3. When Moses came down from the mountain and saw 
these abominations, he was exceeding angry, and throwing 
down the tables on which the ten commandments were 
written, broke them. Seizing upon the golden calf, he 
burned it, and beat it into powder. Then he commanded the 
sons of Levi to unsheathe their swords, to march through the 
camp and return, and to put to death all whom they met. 
There were slain on that day about twenty-three thousand 
men. 




4. Moses again returned to the Lord on the mountain, and 
prayed for the pardon of the people. The Lord heard his 
prayer. Moses hewed two tables of stone like the first, and 
God again wrote on them the ten commandments. 

5. When Moses had finished speaking with the Lord, he 
descended from the mountain, carrying with him the two 
tables of the Law. His face had become horned, and shone 
as the rays of the sun. When the' Israelites saw this, they 
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Jared not look upon him ; so Moses was forced to put a veil 
on his face when he spoke to the people. 

36 ._ The Ordinances for the Worship of God. 

1. Besides the ten commandments which God gave Moses, 
He also gave many other ordinances. These latter related 
to the public worship, which, with extreme care, Moses estab- 
lished according as God commanded him. 




2. The Tabernacle . — Moses began by constructing a tent, 
whose supports were made of setim-wood and were so framed 
that they could easily be taken apart. The len fifth of the 
tent was thirty cubits, and the height ten, and the breadth 
ten. The supports were overlaid with gold, and the whole 
was covered with most precious hangings. Within hung a 
veil of magnificent tapestry, which divided the Tabernacle 

Questions to Chapter 35 — How long did Moses remain on the mountain ? What 
did God give him ? What did the peojx ask of Aaron ? What did he make ? What 
did the peopl? do ? How did Moses act ? What were broken ? What did the sons 
of Levi do ? How many were killed ? Where did Moses go again ? What did he 
bring back with him ? What appeared on the face of Moses ? 
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into two parts — the smaller called the Holy of Holies ; the 
larger, the Sanctuary. 

3. Within the Holy of Holies was placed the Ark of the 
Covenant, a small box made of the most precious wood, over- 
laid with gold and surmounted by two cherubim. In the 
Ark were placed the two tables of the Law. 



Within the Sanctuary were kept three objects consecrated 
to the worship of God: the Table of Showbread, on which 
were placed twelve loaves of bread, made of the finest flour; 
the Golden Candlestick, that, with its seven lights, shone 
during the entire night; and, lastly, the Altar of Perfumes, 
on which was burned the finest incense. 

4. Besides this, Moses constructed around the Tabernacle 
a grand portico which enclosed two other sacred objects: the 
Altar of Holocausts, and the Great Brazen Basin in which 
the priests were commanded to purify themselves before they 
performed any sacred function. 

5. This Ark was a figure of the tabernacle in Catholic churches ; the 
Holy of Holies, of the altar on which is offered the sacrifice of the New 
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Law ; the Sanctuary corresponded to the place the priests occupy ; and 
the portico represented the body of the church, where the people now 
worship. 

6. The sacrifices of the Old Law were either bloody , in 
which were offered heifers and sheep and goats and doves; 
or unbloody , in which were offered cakes and unleavened 
bread and wine. 

The bloody sacrifices prefigured the bloody sacrifice of Christ upon the 
cross ; the unbloody were a type of the sacrifice of the Mass. 

7. The Religious Feasts were : 1st. The Pctsch , on which 
the Israelites eat the flesh of a lamb, and for seven days un- 
leavened bread, in remembrance of their deliverance out of 
Egypt. 2d. The feast of Pentecost , celebrated seven weeks 
after the Pasch, in remembrance of the Law received on 
Mount Sinai. At this feast were also offered the first-fruits. 
3d. The feast of Tabernacles , in memory of their long so- 
journ in the desert. During this feast the Israelites were 
required to live in tents made from the branches of trees. 
4th. The feast of Expiation , on which the priest sacrificed a 
heifer for his own sins and a goat for the sins of the people. 
Then he entered into the Holy of Holies, carrying with him 
the golden censer and the blood of the victim: with the 
former he incensed the Ark, with the latter he sprinkled the 
pavement. 

8. The Ministers of Divine Worship were: 1st. The High 
Priest. To this office Moses consecrated Aaron, anointing 
him, and clothing him with the various vestments of his 
office. 2d. The Priests proper, who were the sons of Aaron, 
and whose office it was to offer sacrifice. 3d. The Levites y 
who were of the tribe of Levi, and who were charged with 
the lower offices within the Tabernacle. 



Questions to Chapter 36.— What besides the commandments did God give ? 
Describe the Tabernacle. What was the Holy of Holies ? What was placed in it ? 
What was the Ark ? What three objects were kept within the Sanctuary ? What 
did the portico enclose ? Show how these different objects correspond to things in 
the Catholic Church. What kinds of sacrifices were in the Old Law ? What was 
the Pasch ? What was Pentecost ? What was the feast of Tabernacles ? Of Ex- 
piation ? Who was the High Priest ? W r ho were the Priests ? The Levites ? 
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a.m. 2614 . 37. — The False Messengers. — The lac. ^ 

Murmurs of the People.— God’s Chastisements. 

1. The Israelites remained a year at Mount Sinai. When 
they started on their way, Moses chose twelve men, among 
whom were Josue and Caleb, to go into the Land of Promise. 
After forty days they returned, carrying with them speci- 
mens of the fruits of the country. Amongst these was an 
enormous bunch of grapes borne on the shoulders of two 
men, besides apples and pomegranates and figs. The land, 
indeed, said they, overflowed with abundance, but the inhab- 
itants were giants. 



2. Then the people wept, and again murmured against 
Moses and Aaron, wishing they had died in Egypt or in the 
desert. In vain did Josue and Caleb speak of the richness 
of the country and the weakness of the people. The multi- 
tude, led on by the others, would not listen, but cried out the 
more to return to Egypt. 

3. When the murmur was at its height, the glory of God 
was seen over the Ark of the Covenant. Then the Lord said 
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to Moses He would destroy the Israelites, for they were an 
incredulous people. The Lord even offered to make Moses 
ruler over a greater nation; but Moses, the meekest of men, 
only prayed the more that the Lord would pardon them. 

4. At his prayer the Lord again pardoned the people ; yet, 
as a punishment for- their sin. He declared that not one of 
them that had attained his twentieth year should enter the- 
Promised Land, Josue and Caleb excepted. Their children 
would enter, but for forty years should the people wander 
in the desert — a year for every day spent in exploring the: 
country. 

5. This history of the Jews is similar to what happened in the time 
of Jesus Christ. The Jews would not understand the spiritual kingdom 
promised by Christ ; hence they rejected him. On the cross He begged 
His Father to forgive them ; but, as a punishment for their sin in having 
rejected Him, they are to-day wanderers on the earth, and will be to the. 
end of time. 



A.M.25U] 38. — Core, Dathan, and Abiron. u.c. m*. 



1. Some time after the events related in the preceding 
chapter, two hundred and fifty Levites, led on by Core, Da- 
than, and Abiron, revolted against Moses and Aaron, denying 
their authority. On the following day the Lord commanded 
the people to go out from the tents of these wicked men; 
not to touch anything belonging to them, lest they also 
would be involved in their sin. While the people were look- 
ing on to see what would come to pass, the earth opened 
under the feet of the three leaders and swallowed them down, 
with their tents and all their substance. Then a fire came 
out from the Lord and consumed the two hundred and fifty 
Levites. Moses and Aaron were that day vindicated. 



2. In modern times we often see similar revolts against the priests of 
God. Ambitious and wicked men wisli to rule the Church ; but, like 



Questions to Chapter 37.— How long did the people remain at Sinai ? Who were 
sent to Chanaan ? What report did they bring back ? How did the people act ! 
Who spoke in vain f What appeared over the Ark ? What did God say He would* 
do t What punishment did God decree ? What is said of the Jews f 
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Core and his companions, they will ever receive a just punishment for 
their pride and presumption. 



am. 2552 ] 39. — The Hesitation of Moses, and eac. 

the Brazen Serpent. 

1. Water again failed, and the people began to murmur. 
Then the Lord commanded Moses to take his rod and strike 
the rock. Moses, for a moment, doubted; then struck the 
rock, when water gushed forth in great abundance. This 
momentary doubt greatly displeased God, and He declared 
that Moses, because he had not believed, should not lead the 
people into the Promised Land. 




2. Shortly after, the people rebelled again, and, murmuring, 
complained they had neither food nor water. When God saw 
this He sent among them fiery serpents, whose sting burned 
like fire. Many died amid the most cruel torments. When 
the people saw this they came to Moses, acknowledging their 

Questions to Chapter 38.— Who revolted ? How were they punished ? What 
do we see in modern times ? 
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sin, and begging him to pray to the Lord that He would take 
the serpents from amongst them. 

3. Moses prayed, when the Lord commanded him to make 
a brazen serpent and to set it up for a sign. He did so, and 
as many as looked upon it were healed. 

4. This serpent prefigured Our Saviour nailed to the cross ; for as the 
Israelites were cured by looking upon the serpent, so are all who, with 
faith, look up to Christ cured of the wounds of sin caused by the bite 
of the infernal serpent. 

A.M. 2553.] 40. — The Death of Moses. [A.C. 1447. 

1. When, according to the course of nature, the time came 
that Moses must die, the Lord commanded him, in the pres- 
ence of the people, to put his hand upon Josue, that they 
might have no cause to disobey him. Then Moses told the 
people he was about to die; that he would not pass over the 
Jordan with thenr, nor enter the Promised Land. 

2. He then reminded them of all the Lord had done for 
them — how He had nourished them in the desert, and how 
He had watched over them; then he commanded the people 
to keep the commandments, to love the Lord, and to hearken 
to His voice. He also foretold them, in a spirit of prophecy, 
that the Lord would in time raise up a Prophet like to him, 
whom they should hear. He spoke of Christ. 

3. When Moses had finished speaking, he went up to the 
top of Mount Nebo, from which the Lord showed him the 
land of Chanaan. When Moses saw it he rejoiced; and, full 
of gratitude and thanks to God, died at the ripe old age of a 
hundred and twenty years. The Lord buried him in the 
valley of Phogor, but the spot no man knows. Israel 
mourned for him thirty days. There was never after a 
prophet like Moses. 

Questions to Chapter 39.— What failed ? How was water supplied ? How did 
Moses act f How did God punish him ? What did God send ? What happened ? 
What was set up ? Of whom was the brazen serpent a figure ? 

Questions to Chapter 40.— Who succeeded Moses ? What did Moses remind the 
people of ? What prophecy did Moses make ? Where did Moses die ? Where was 
he buried ? 
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a.m. 2558.] 41. — The Israelites enter the ia.c u*7. 

Promised Land. 



1. After the death of Moses, the Lord commanded Josue 
to pass over the Jordan. The priests took the Ark of the 
Covenant and marched before; the people followed. When 
they were come to the banks of the Jordan, and the priests 
had touched the water with the soles of their feet, the waters 
above stood still, while the waters below ran down, leaving a 
dry passage for the people to pass over. 




2. When all had passed, the waters returned to their usual 
course. The people encamped near Jericho, where they cele- 
brated the feast of the Pasch. 

Jericho was a large and populous city, well fortified with 
walls. For six succeeding days the Israelites went round 
about it. On the seventh the priests carried with them the 
Ark of the Covenant, while seven priests sounded the trum- 
pets of Jubilee, and the people shouted with a great cry. 
All this was done by the command of God. At the sound of 
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the trumpets and the shout of the people, the walls fell flat 
to the ground, and the Israelites entered and took the city. 

3. In time, Josue conquered all the country, and, by lot, 
divided it among the twelve tribes of Israel. Each tribe bore 
the name and was descended from one of the twelve sons of 
Jacob. Thus, after their long wanderings, had the Israelites 
arrived in the Land of Promise. 



42.— The Judges. 

1. Surely the Israelites owed a deep debt of gratitude to 
the Lord for the rich and magnificent country He had given 
them ; but they were an ungrateful people, and were easily 
led astray by their pagan neighbors. Shortly after their ar- 
rival in the Promised Land they fell into idolatry. In pun- 
ishment for their crime, the Lord delivered them into the 
hands of their enemies. Servitude taught them repentance 
and their dependence upon God. Having humbled them- 
selves before Him, He sent pious men, called Judges, selected 
from among the people, to deliver them and to rule them. 

2. Their repentance was but of short duration ; at the 
death of each Judge they returned to their sins and idolatry. 
For four hundred years this faithless and thankless people 
were in turn changing from God to the worship of idols — 
relapsing and repenting. The sixteen Judges sent during 
this time were : Othoniel, Aod, Samgar, Barac, Debbora, 
Gedeon, Abimelech, Tholar, Jair, Jephte, Abesan, Ahialon, 
Abdon, Samson, Heli, and Samuel. 

3. Amongst these, Samson was one of the most remark- 
able. So great was his strength that, on one occasion, by the 
mere power of his hands, he tore a furious lion into pieces. 
On another, he slew a thousand men with the jaw-bone of an 
ass. After this, while asleep, he was made prisoner by the 



Questions to Chapter 41.— Who led the people over the Jordan ? What hap- 
pened ? What feast was celebrated ? What was Jericho ? How was it taken ? 
Who conquered Chanaan ? How was the land divided ? 
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Philistines, and bound with seven cords ; hut, when he 
awoke, he broke them like burnt flax. 




4. During his life, Samson waged a continual war upon 
the Philistines : at one time carrying away the gates of their 
city ; at another, burning their crops. At length he was 
made prisoner and his eyes put out. While the Philistines 
were feasting and making merry over their victory, Samson 
was brought out to make sport for them. Wearied, he leaned 
against the pillars that supported the house in which the 
Philistines were assembled ; then the Spirit of God came 
upon him, and, his strength returning, he shook the pillars, 
and the house fell, killing himself and three thousand of his 
enemies. 

The pious and humble Gedeon, who fought against the 
Madianites, was also very renowned. 

Questions to Chapter 42 — What did the Israelites owe the Lord ? How did they 
act ? What punishment did God send ? Who were the Judges ? How many were 
there ? What is said of Samson ? Give some examples of his strength. Ag«.in»t 
whom did he make war t How did he die ? 
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A.M. 2708. 43, — The Pious Ruth. [a.c. im 

1. During the time of the Judges, a certain man of Beth- 
lehem went, with his wife and his two sons, into the land oi 
Moab. His name was Elimelech, and his wife’s name 
Noemi. His sons married women of Moab. In time, Elime- 
lech and his two sons died. Oppressed with grief, Noemi 
returned to Bethlehem, and her two daughters -in-law re- 
solved to accompany her. 

2. When they had come some distance on the way, Noemi 
strove to persuade her daughters-in-law to return to their 
own country. Orpha yielded, but Ruth would not ; so Ruth 




came to Bethlehem with Noemi. They returned at the har- 
vest-time, and, being poor, Ruth went into the fields to gleac 
the ears of corn left by the reapers. 

3. Led by the hand of God, she went to glean in the fields 
of Booz, a man of great wealth, and a relation of Elimelech. 
During the day, Booz came into the fields to see the reapers. 
When he saw Ruth and heard with what courage she had 
followed Noemi, and with what fidelity she served her, he 
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spoke kindly to her, and told her to remain with his servants 
and to follow his reapers ; besides, when she was thirsty, to 
go to the vessels and drink. Booz, moreover, commanded 
the reapers to let fall, now and then, handfuls of corn, that 
she might gather them without shame. 

4. Some time after this Booz married Ruth. The Lord 
blessed them and gave them a son, named Obed. He was 
the father of Isai, the father of David. From this family 
Our Saviour, Jesus Christ, descended. 

The Moabites were not Jews, but strangers and enemies ; bence Our 
Saviour, in descending from Ruth, a Moabite, wished to show that He 
was the Saviour not of the Jews alone, but of all mankind. 



am. 2W8.] 44. — The Sons of Heli. [A.c.1152. 

1. Whilst Heli the high priest was Judge in Israel, there 
lived a pious couple named Elcana and his wife Anna. Anna 
had no children, for which she grieved very much. On a 
certain day she came to the tabernacle of the Lord at Silo, 
where, weeping and praying, she said : “ 0 Lord God of 
hosts ! if Thou wilt give me a son, I will consecrate him to 
Thee/ 5 ’ God heard her prayer and gave her a son, whom 
she called Samuel. 

2. When Samuel was three years old his mother took him 
to Heli the high priest, at Silo. Here she consecrated him 
to God ; and Samuel served the Lord in the tabernacle, and 
grew in favor with God and man. 

3. Samuel and John the Baptist are much alike in their histories. 
Both were a gift for the prayers of their parents ; both were early con- 
secrated to God ; and both preached penance to the people. Samuel 
was the last Judge and the immediate precursor of the great King 
David ; John the Baptist was the last of the prophets and the pre- 
cursor of Jesus Christ, the Eternal King. Samuel anointed David ; 
John baptized Jesus. 

Questions to Chapter 48 — Who went to Moab f Who returned to Bethlehem ? 
Who accompanied her ? Where did Ruth go ? Who met her ? What did Booz 
say ? Who married Ruth ? Who was Obed ? Isai ? David ? From whom is 
Jesus Christ descended ? 
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4. Heli had two wicked sons — Ophni and Phinees. When 
the people came to Silo to sacrifice to the Lord, the two 
young men were wont to come and by violence take the flesh 
of the sacrifice. They committed also other abominations in 
the sanctuary. Heli reproved them but mildly. He did not 
chastise them as he should have done. 




5. One night, while Heli slept within the enclosure of the 
sanctuary, and Samuel near him, the Lord called Samuel. 
He, thinking it was Heli, rose and went to him ; but Heli told 
him he had not called him, and bade him go and sleep. This 
was repeated three times, when Heli understood it was the 
Lord who called. Then he bade Samuel answer Him and 
listen to what He would say. Samuel did so. 

6. On the morrow Heli called Samuel, who told him all 
the Lord had said ; how the Lord would punish him and 
his two sons — the father because he had not punished his 
sons, and the sons for their wickedness. When Heli heard 
this he bowed before the will of God. 

7. Some time after this there arose a bloody war between 
the Philistines and the Israelites. Of the latter, thirty thou- 
sand were slain, and among the dead were the sons of Heli. 
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The Ark, that had been carried into the battle, -was taken. 
When Heli heard this terrible news he fell from the stool on 
which he was sitting, and, breaking his neck, died. 

8. The Philistines carried the Ark into the temple of their 
god, Dagon. But the Lord afflicted them in many ways: 
their god was thrown down, their fields were overrun with 
mice, their cities were devastated by pestilence, until the 
Philistines were glad to send back the Ark to Israel. 

9. Samuel succeeded Heli in the office of Judge. lie as- 
sembled the people and pointed out their sins. He also 
promised them, if they would repent, the Lord would deliver 
them out of the hands of the Philistines. The people fasted 
and confessed their sins. God gave them the victory, and 
for many years peace reigned over the land. 



45.— Saul, the First King. 



[a.c. ion. 



1 When Samuel had grown old he appointed his sons 
Judges over Israel; but they walked not in the fear of the 
Lord. Then the people asked for a king. When Samuel 
heard this he was very angry, because he wished that God 
alone should be King of Israel. God, however, yielded, and 
Samuel anointed Saul king. He was a beautiful and valiant 
youth, from the tribe of Benjamin, and stood head and 
shoulders above auy other man in Israel. 

2. In the beginning of his reign the Lord was with Saul, 
and gave him the victory over his enemies. On one occa- 
sion he unfortunately disobeyed God. 

He was commanded to cut off the Amalecites, and to spare 
nothing ; but, in the pride of his power, he spared the best 
of the flocks, and, on his return, built triumphal arches to 
celebrate his victory. Por this he was cut off from the 
throne of Israel, and his posterity forbidden to succeed him. 



Ouestions to Chatter 41 .-When did Elcana and Anna live ? What was Anna's 
nraver ? When was Samuel consecrated to God f How are Samuel and John the 
Bantist compared ? What is said of HeU and his sons f What is said of Samuel t 
m>w did Hell diet How did his sons diet Wbat happened to the Philistines T 
Who succeeded Heli t What did Samuel promise ? Wbat reigned over the land t 
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3. Saul was a figure of the Jewish Church. Chosen by God, at first 
she surpassed all others in her knowledge of God and the graces with 
which she was endowed. But, little by little, she fell. She forgot her 
obedience, her humility, her charity, and, in the pride of her insolence, 
trusted alone in her sacrifices. She also rejected the Christian Church, 
chosen to succeed her. Saul persecuted David ; so did the Jews perse- 
cute Jesus Christ. David wept for the death of Saul ; so did Jesus 
Christ weep over Jerusalem. 

A.M. 2934.] 46. — David. TA.C. 1063. 

1. At the command of God, Samuel went to Bethlehem, 
to the house of Isai. When he arrived, David, the youngest 
of the sons of Isai, was in the fields tending his father's 
flocks. Samuel sent for him, and, taking a horn of oil, 
anointed him. As the Spirit of God came upon David, it 
departed from Saul. 




2. Saul became subject to fits of melancholy, and an evil 
spirit haunted him. On such occasions David was brought 

Questions to Chapter 45.— What did the people ask for ? Who was anointed 
king ? What is said of Saul ? How did he reign in the beginning ? For what was 
Saul cut off from the throne of Israel P How was Saul a figure of the Jewish 
Church ? 
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in to play upon his harp and soothe the troubled mind of the 
king. Thus David was introduced into 1 Saul’s house. More- 
over, Saul made David his armor-bearer, not knowing that he 
had been consecrated king. As often as David played, Saul 
was soothed. 

a.m. 2942.] 47. — David and Goliath. [a.c. iom. 

1. A new war broke out between the Philistines and the 
Israelites. The Philistines were encamped on one moun- 
tain, the Israelites on another directly opposite — a narrow 
valley lying between them. A giant, named Goliath, ad- 
vanced from the camp of the Philistines. His height ^was 
six cubits and a span ; he had on his head a brazen helmet, 
and was clothed in a heavy coat of mail. The staff of his 
spear was like a weaver’s beam. 

2. Thus arrayed, Goliath defied the armies of Israel, asking 
that a man be sent to fight him. For forty days this giant 
presented himself — to the shame of Saul and the terror of 
the Israelites, for no man dared to meet him. 

David came to the camp to see how it fared with his 
brothers. When he saw Goliath, and heard his taunts, his 
blood boiled within him, and, coming to Saul, he said, “ I 
will fight this Philistine.” 

3. At first Saul refused, but, on the representations of 
David, at length yielded. Then Saul clothed David in his 
own armor ; but, unaccustomed to it, Dawid put it off, and, 
choosing five smooth stones from the brook, took his sling 
and went forth to meet Goliath. 

4. When the giant saw him he despised him, asking if he 
thought he was a dog. But David feared not ; he went forth 
in the might and the power of God. When the two cham- 
pions drew near to each other, David chose one of the stones 
that he carried with him, and, casting it with his sling, 
struck the Philistine on the forehead with such force that 

Questions to Chapter 4G.— Who was anointed king ? Whose son was he ? With 
what was Saul attacked ? Who played for him ? What was David made f 
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he fell with his face to the ground. Then David ran and, 
drawing the sword of Goliath from its sheath, cut off his head. 




5. When the Philistines saw their champion was slain, they 
fled; but the Israelites, shouting and pursuing, killed many 
of them, and pillaged their camp. 

This victory of David over Goliath was a figure of Christ’s victory 
over the devil. As Goliath for forty days insulted the armies of Israel, 
so did the devil for four thousand years war against God’s kingdom on 
earth ; and as David conquered Goliath with a staff and five smooth 
stones, so did Jesus Christ conquer the devil by His cross and His five 
wounds. 



a.m. 2944.] 48 .— Jonathan's Love and Saul's ia.c. iom. 

Hatred for David. 



1. When Saul and the army returned from their victory 
over the Philistines, the women of Israel came forth from 
the different cities playing and singing, “ Saul hath killed 
his thousands, but David his tens of thousands." When Saul 



Questions to Chapter 47. — What is said of the armies of the Israelites and Phi- 
listines ? Who was Goliath? What did Goliath do? Who killed him? How? 
What comparison between David and Christ ? And between Goliath and the devil? 
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heard this he became exceedingly angry, and one day strove 
to strike David with his lance; but David escaped. 

2. Shortly after this Saul offered his daughter Michol in 
marriage to David, on condition that he would kill two hun- 
dred Philistines. Saul hoped that the Philistines would kill 
David. But David killed the Philistines, and was only the 
more loved by the people. When Saul saw this his hatred 
increased, and he became more decided on David's death. 




3. In proportion as Saul hated David, did Jonathan, the 
king's son, love him. David and Jonathan made with each 
other a covenant of peace. They often spoke to each other 
of Saul’s hatred. Jonathan reasoned with his father, and 
spoke of what David had done against the Philistines. For 
the moment Saul was appeased. 

4. For the fourth time David went to war with the Philis- 
tines. His victory only aroused anew the anger ami jealousy 
of Saul, who strove to strike him with his javelin ; but David 
escaped for the second time. Again Jonathan pleaded for 
his friend: Saul's anger would not be appeased, and in his 
rage he even drew his sword to kill his own son. 

5. When Jonathan saw this he went to David, and told 
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him what had happened, and advised him to flee. Weeping, 
Jonathan sent David away, but bade him never forget the 
covenant they had made, nor what they had sworn to the 
Lord. 



a m. 2949.] 49. — David’s Generosity to Saul. — lac. 1051. 

Saul’s Death. 

1. For a while David’s life wa3 in constant danger from 
the hands of Saul; but he placed his confidence in God, who 
did not desert him. 




One day Saul pursued David with three thousand men. 
Wearied, Saul entered a cave in which David and his men 
lay concealed, but Saul knew it not. David’s men would 
have killed Saul, but David would not allow them, contenting 
himself with cutting off the hem of Saul’s robe. 

2. On another occasion Saul pursued David into the desert 
of Hachila. While Saul and his general, Abner, together 

Questions to Chapter 48 .— What did the women sing ? How did Saul act ? 
What did he try to do ? On what condition did Saul offer his daughter to David ? 
What is said of David and Jonathan ? How did Jonathan plead for David ? What 
did Saul try a second time f What did Jonathan advise David f 
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with the whole army, were asleep, David and Abisai entered 
the camp. Abisai would have run Saul through with his 
spear, but David forbade him. David, however, took the 
spear that was at the king’s head. 

3. When they were gone some distance from the camp, 
David cried to the king, and he awoke. When Saul saw, by 
the loss of his spear, how he had been in David’s power, and 
how, for the second time, David had spared him, he repented, 
and returned with his army, while David went his way. 

4. War again broke out between the Philistines and the 
Israelites. Saul assembled an army and went forth to meet the 
enemy. In the battle Saul was mortally wounded, and, 
fearing he might fall into the hands of the Philistines, fell on 
his own sword, and died. By his sinful death David was 
freed from danger, but he rejoiced not; he only saw the vir- 
tues and good qualities of the king. In this same battle Jon- 
athan was also killed. When David heard of his friend’s 
death he wept bitterly, calling him brother, and comparing 
his love for him to the love of a mother for her child. 

END OF THE THIRD AGE. 



AGE IV. 

THE GRANDEUR OF THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL. 

FROM DAVID TO THE DIVISION OF THE KING-BOM UNDER ROBOAM. 

a.m. 2N9.] 50. — The Great and Pious King ia.c. iom. 

David. 

1. After Saul’s death David was chosen king of Israel. He 
established his residence at Jerusalem, and, by the number 
of his armies and the brilliancy of his victories, was very re- 
nowned amongst the neighboring nations. He had twelve 

Questions to Chapter 49.— What is said of David’s life ? How did David show 
his generosity ? How did Saul act ? How did Saul die ? Who else was killed ? 
How did David take Jonathan’s death ? 
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generals, each with an army of twenty-four thousand men 
under him, and, over all, Abner was placed general-in-chief. 

2. During his long and turbulent reign David carried on 
many wars. In turn he subdued the Philistines, the Moab- 
ites, the Syrians, the Edomites, and the Ammonites. By 
his victories, immense treasures of gold and great quantities 
of booty were brought to Jerusalem. When David died he 
left a kingdom that extended from Egypt to the Euphrates. 
In every respect this was the most brilliant period in the 
history of Israel, as well for its victories abroad as for the 
wisdom of its legislation at home. 




3. David paid much attention to the administration of 
justice. He chose wise men for his counsellors and upright 
men to rule the people. He also appointed honest men to 
guard the royal treasures and manage the crown lands. 
Order was everywhere. 

4. David, moreover, strove, as well by his own example as 
by his influence, to cultivate and spread the worship of the 
true God among his subjects. On Mount Sion he built a 
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magnificent tent in which to place the Ark of the Covenant. 
When all things were ready the Ark was carried thither with 
great pomp and show. In the procession were all the princes 
of the people, clad in purple robes, while the priests wore 
their richest vestments. Three thousand armed men served 
as a guard of honor, whilst the people attended in countless 
numbers. 

5. Those who marched before and those who immediately 
surrounded the Ark played upon lutes and harps, and on 
cymbals and trumpets. David himself walked before the 
priests, playing on his harp, while at every few steps a bull 
and heifer were offered in sacrifice to the Lord. 

6. After this David divided the priests into twenty-four 
classes, and each, in its turn, was commanded to serve before 
the Lord. From amongst the Levites were chosen four thou- 
sand singers, whose duty it was to chant, day by day, the 
praises of God, and to play on all manner of musical instru- 
ments. 



am. 2wi.] 51. — The Revolt and Chastisement ia.c. iw§. 

of Absalom. 



1. David committed two grievous crimes: first, he persuaded 
Bethsabee to sin with him, and then, to hide her shame, 
caused Urias, her husband, to be murdered. But the Lord 
sent the prophet Nathan to him, who fearlessly reproached 
him with his crimes. David humbly acknowledged his faults 
and confessed his sins against the Lord. At Ihe sight of his 
humiliation God pardoned him, but, as a punishment, sent 
him many trials. 

2. Of these the most severe was the revolt of his son Ab- 
salom, the most beautiful man in Israel. Absalom began by 
flattering the people and pandering to their prejudices. 
When he thought himself strong enough he openly revolted. 



Questions to Chapter 50.— Who wns chosen king ? What is said of him ? What 
of his armies ? Who were subdued ? What was brought to Jerusalem ? What i* 
said of David’s reign ? What was built on Mount Sion ? What was placed in it? 
How were the priests divided ? What was the duty of the Levites ? 
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From all sides the people ran to his standard. When David 
heard this he left Jerusalem, and, passing over the brook 
Cedron, went, barefooted and his head uncovered, up the 
Mount of Olives, weeping on the way. 

3. A man from the house of Saul, named Semei, met David 
as he fled, and, throwing stones at him, cursed him, calling 
him a man of blood. Abisai, one of David’s servants, wished 
to kill Semei, but David forbade him, hoping God might 
perhaps turn his curses into blessings. 



4. In the mean time Absalom pursued his father beyond the 
Jordan; the two armies met, and Absalom was defeated. 
While he fled, mounted on a mule, Absalom passed under a 
large oak-tree, in the branches of which his hair became 
entangled, and, the mule passing on, he was left hanging by 
the hair. When Joab, one of the king’s generals, heard this, 
he ran and thrust three spears into the ungrateful heart of 
Absalom. He threw the body into a deep pit, and cast upon 
it a great heap of stones. 
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5. When David heard of his son’s death he was greatly 
afflicted, and, weeping, cried out, “ My son Absalom, would 
to God I had died in your stead, Absalom, my son Absalom.” 
After this David returned to Jerusalem, accompanied by 
his army and a great multitude of people who came forth to 
meet him. 




6. David is a figure of Jesus Christ — in his family residence, Bethle- 
hem ; in the obscurity of his youth ; in his victory over Goliath ; in his 
jorrow when he passed over the brook Cedron ; by his ascent of the 
Mount of Olives ; in his generosity to his persecutors ; and, finally, in 
his triumphal entry into Jerusalem. 

7. As David had to contend against two enemies, Saul and Absalom, 
so have two enemies risen against Christ and His Church — the first, 
Judaism, which the Church replaced ; the second, heresy, which has so 
often risen against the Catholic Church, and, by flattering the passions 
of men, succeeded in blinding the multitude and leading them astray. 

Questions to Chapter 51.— Whom did God send to David ? Wbat did David do ? 
What great punishment did God send ? Who cursed David ? What happened to 
Absalom ? Where did David go ? Of whom is Dav id a figure ? How ? 



Digitized by Cjooole 




THE WISDOM OF SOLOMON. 



81 



▲.m. 2986 . j 52. — The Last Days of David. [a.c.ioh. 

1. David reigned over Israel from his thirtieth to seven- 
tieth year. When he saw his end approaching he called 
together the princes and principal men of the nation, and 
told them how he had intended to build a Temple to the 
Lord ; how he had gathered together gold and silver, brass 
and iron, and. wood and stone, but that God bad forbidden 
him, as he was a man of blood and of many wars. God, 
however, would allow his son Solomon to build the Temple. 

2. Then David gave Solomon minute directions as to its 
construction, and warned him that it was not a house for 
man he was building, but a dwelling-place for the Lord. 
David, besides, told Solomon never to forsake the Lord, but 
to serve Him with a docile heart ; and, further, to remember 
that, in the day he forsook God, God would forsake him. 

David died, and was buried on Mount Sion, and Solomon, 
his son, succeeded him. 

A.M.2mo 53. — The Wisdom of Solomon. iac.ioh. 

1. In the beginning of his reign Solomon loved the Lord, 
and walked in his fathers footsteps. One night the Lord 
appeared to him, and bade him ask what he would. Solomon 
asked for wisdom, that he might rule with justice. When 
the Lord heard this He was much pleased, and gave Solomon 
not only the wisdom he had asked for, but also riches and 
honors and a long life. 

2. Besides, God gave him a true knowledge of all things 
in nature, so that he understood the admirable order of 
creation, the power of the elements, the course of the seasons, 
the position of the stars, the instincts of animals, and the 
thoughts of men, together with a knowledge of the diversity 
of plants, and the medicinal virtues of their roots. All 
nature was open to his mind, whence it came to pass that the 

Questions to Chapter 52. — How Ion** did David reign ? What did he say about 
the Temple ? What did he say to Solomon ? 
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wise men of the world and the princes of nations stood in 
admiration at the wisdom of Solomon. 

3. One day two women came to him demanding judgment 
in their case. The first said : “ This woman and myself live 
together in one house. We have each had a child. During 
the night her son died. When she discovered this she rose, 
whilst I slept, and took my son from my side, and laid her 
dead son in his place. In the morning I saw the dead child, 
but, on a closer examination, I discovered it was not mine.” 




4. In answer to this the other said, “ Surely your son is 
dead, and mine lives.” But the first answered, “ It is not 
so.” Thus the two women disputed before the king. Then 
Solomon ordered a sword to be brought and the living child 
to be divided, and half to be given to one, and half to the 
other. When the mother of the child heard this she was 
filled with dismay and overwhelmed with agony. Torn with 
a mother's love for her child, she cried out to the king, 
a Mv lord, give her the child alive; do not kill it.” But the 
other said, "Let it be divided.” 

5. Then Solomon ordered the living child to be given to 
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the first : “ for/’ said he, “ she is the mother/’ Soon this 
judgment was known in all the land of Israel, and the people 
were filled with admiration for Solomon, because they sa~ 
the Spirit of God was in him. 

A.M.2W2.1 54. — The Building and Dedication [a.c.iow. 
of the Temple of Jerusalem. 

1. In the fourth year of his reign Solomon began to build, 
on Mount Moria, in Jerusalem, a Temple to the Lord. Dur- 
ing its construction seventy thousand men were employed to 
cut and bring the wood that was needed, while eighty thou- 
sand more were engaged in quarrying and dressing the stone. 
Besides these, thirty-six hundred overseers were needed to 
see that all was done according as it had been planned. Ten 
thousand Israelites were sent to cut down cedars and pine- 
trees on the mountains of Libanus. 

2. The building itself was of vast and magnificent propor- 
tions. Its length was sixty cubits, its height thirty, and its 
breadth twenty cubits. Besides this there were added porti- 
cos that ran round the main building, and also courts for 
the use of the priests and the people. The interior was lined 
with cedar, and ornamented with carvings representing 
cherubim, palm-trees, and all kinds of flowers. Everything 
needed in the Temple for the worship of God was of the 
purest gold, among which are enumerated ten tables, a large 
number of candlesticks, and a hundred chalices. 

3. At the end of seven years the Temple was finished, when 
the princes and ancients of the people assembled together, 
and carried the Ark from Mount Sion to the sanctuary pre- 
pared for it. The people walked before, while the Levites 
played upon cymbals and harps, and a hundred priests 
sounded their trumpets, and all the multitude sang, “ Praise 
to the Lord, because He is good ; and His mercy endureth 

Questions to Chapter 63 .— What is suid of Solomon ? What did God give him ? 
What else besides wisdom ? What is said of the two women ? What was Solomon’s 
decision ? 
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forever.” On the way an innumerable number of oxen and 
sheep were offered in sacrifice. 

4. When the Ark was placed within the sanctuary, a cloud 
filled the Temple, and the multitude fell upon their knees. 
Solomon, lifting up his hands towards heaven, said : “ Lord, 
the God of Israel ! nothing can be compared to Thee ; nor 
can the heavens contain Thee, much less this house : never- 
theless I have built it, that here Thou mayest listen to the 
prayers of the people, and mayest be merciful to them.” 

5. Whilst Solomon was yet praying and the people were 
round about adoring, fire came down from heaven and con- 
sumed the sacrifices. God again appeared to Solomon, and 
told him his prayer w r as heard; and this Temple he had built 
should ever be a place where the prayers of those who came 
to offer their vows would be heard. 

am. 3023] 55. — The Magnificence of Solomon. [a.c. 977. 

—His End. 

1. For the first twenty years of his reign Solomon walked 
in the footsteps of his father David. His name and his 
greatness were known throughout the world. Nations paid 
him tribute, and his vessels whitened the seas from India to 
Spain, carrying gold and ebony and precious stones to his 
capital. 

2. In this general prosperity many cities were built through 
the land, and Jerusalem rose to the highest splendor and 
magnificence. Solomon built a palace of untold wealth; his 
throne was of ivory, overlaid with gold, while within the 
palace hung fifty massive bucklers of the same precious 
metal. 

3. The vessels, the chalices, the utensils, and everything 
necessary for the service of the Lord, were of the purest gold. 
The people lived in peace, and neighboring nations sought 

Questions to Chapter 54 — What did Solomon build ? How many men were en- 
gaged upon it ? Describe the Temple and the things needed for the worship of 
God. Describe the dedication. What happened when the Ark was placed in the 
sanctuary ? What did God promise Solomon ? 
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Solomon’s friendship. Even the Queen of Saba, dazzled by the 
splendor of his fame, came to visit him, that she might for 
herself see his magnificence and prove his wisdom. These 
were the days of Israel’s glory. 

4. But Solomon did not end his reign as he began it. 
When he grew old he was led away from God by the blan- 
dishments of pagan women; his heart became corrupted, and 
he fell into idolatry; nay, to please his women, he built a 
temple for their idols. When the Lord saw this He became 
exceedingly angry, and told Solomon that, for his sins, the 
kingdom would be divided and given to another: “yet,” said 
the Lord, “ for the love I bore thy father David, I will leave 
two tribes to thy son.” 

5. Hurried on by his passion, and blinded by his sins, Solo- 
mon fell from his greatness. He oppressed his subjects, and 
scandalized his people, until discontent and revolt showed 
themselves everywhere. Amid general gloom, Solomon, the 
wisest of men, died — a sad example of the weakness and 
fickleness of man and the vanity of life. 

am so 29 .] 56o — The Division of the Kingdom, lac. 971. 

1. After the death of Solomon the people came to his son 
Roboam, and asked him to lighten a little the burden which 
his father had imposed upon them. Roboam bade them 
return in three days. I 11 the mean time he consulted the old 
men, who recommended mercy and kindness; and then the 
young men, who advised harshness. Following the advice 
of the young men, Roboam said to the people, on the third 
day: “ My father put a heavy yoke upon you; I will make it 
heavier. My father beat you with whips; I will chastise you 
with scorpions.” 

2. When the people heard this they became very angry 
and stoned Aduran, the king’s messenger, and, choosing 

Questions to Chapter 55 — What is said of the first years of Solomon’s reign ? 
Describe Solomon’s magnificence. What is said of the ornaments and vessels of 
the Temple ? Who came to see Solomon ? How did Solomon end his days ? 



Digitized by L^ooQle 




86 



HISTORY OF THE OLD TESTAMENT. 



Jeroboam, one of Solomon’s servants, made liim king over 
ten tribes. The two tribes of Juda and Benjamin adhered to 
Roboam. 

Thus, according as God had foretold Solomon, were the 
Jewish people divided into two kingdoms — Israel and Juda. 
Jerusalem remained the capital of Juda, while Samaria, at a 
later period, became the capital of Israel. 

3. This sinful separation of the ten tribes from their harsh yet lawful 
king is a figure of so many who, by heresy and sin, separate themselves 
from the Catholic Church, God’s true representative upon earth. 

Jerusalem represented truth ; Samaria, heresy. At the former was 
the Temple, where alone sacrifice pleasing to God could be offered. 
There was the Ark of the Covenant, and there alone was the priesthood 
that God had established. 

4. The separated tribes, from which was formed the kingdom of 
Israel , were by far more numerous than the two that remained faithful. 
This mattered not. As with heresy, so with them ; in a few years they 
entirely disappeared from history, leaving but a name behind them. 

5. To the two tribes God showed mercy, for from them came the 
Saviour of the world. So shall it be with the Catholic Church : she 
has seen the rise and fall of all forms of heresies, many of which, for a 
time, seemed to threaten her existence ; but they have passed away, 
while she remains, as she will remain to the end. 



END OF THE FOURTH AGE. 



Questions to Chapter 56 .— How did Roboam treat the people ? What happened? 
What was Jeroboam made ? Who adhered to Roboam ? Into what were the Jews 
divided ? What were the capitals of the two nations ? What is said of the king- 
dom of Israel and of the kingdom of J uda ? What is said of the Catholic Church 
and heresy ? 
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AGE Y 

DECLINE OF THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL 

FROM RDBOAM TO JESUS OHRIST. 

PART FIRST. 

THE KINGDOM OF ISRAEL TO ITS DESTRUCTION 
BY THE KINGS OF ASSYRIA. 

57. — A General View. 

1. Soon after their separation from the Kingdom of Juda 
the people of Israel fell into idolatry. It happened thus: 
Jeroboam said to himself, “If my people go up to Jerusalem 
to offer sacrifice, as the law commands, they will soon return 
to Roboam and abandon me.” So he made two calves of gold, 
and, setting them up, said to the people, “ Go not up to 
Jerusalem, for your gods are here.” The people obeyed him 
and adored the idols. 

2. During his whole reign Roboam made war upon Jero- 
boam ; nor was peace ever permanently established between 
the two kingdoms. So bitter became the strife that fre- 
quently the stranger and the pagan were called in to help the 
weaker side. 

For two hundred and fifty-three years Israel, whose capital 
was at Samaria, maintained a separate existence. During 
this time Israel had nineteen kings, most of whom came to 
the throne by violence or by the murder of their predecessors. 
Disorder, vice, idolatry, reigned supreme. 

3. To punish the kings and correct the people, and that He 
might leave them no shadow of excuse for their wickedness, 
God, from time to time, raised up saintly men called ‘prophets. 
These prophets preached and wrought miracles, both in the 
kingdom of Israel and in the kingdom of Juda. 

4. God did everything to save His chosen people ; at one 
time humbling them by the hands of their enemies, at an- 
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other cheering them on with the promises of the Redeemer. 
But they were a perverse and stiff-necked people, nor would 
they obey. Hence God could say to them, in all justice : 
“ 0 Israel ! thy destruction is from thyself.” 

A.M.80W.] 58. — God sends the Prophet Elias. ca.c. 9 <». 

1. Achab was one of the most wicked of all the kings that 
ruled over Israel. In concert with his pagan wife Jezabel 
he built a temple to the god Baal. He appointed four hun- 
dred and fifty priests to serve this false god, whilst at the 
same time he put to death all the priests of the true God he 
could find in his kingdom. 



2 . When God saw the wickedness of this king, He sent 

Elias the prophet to him to tell him no rain should fall in 
Israel. When Achab heard this he became exceedingly 4 ^ 
angry, and secretly sought to put Elias to death. But God 
bade the prophet go to the torrent of Carith, where the 
ravens would feed him. f 

3. Elias did as he was commanded, and night and morning 

Questions to Chapter 57.— How did the people of Israel fall into idolatry ? What 
did Roboam do against Jeroboam ? How long did the kingdom of Israel last ? 

What was its character ? Who were the prophets ? What did they do ? 
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the ravens brought him bread and flesh, and he drank from 
the torrent. In time the torrent also dried up, when the 
Lord told Elias to go to Serepta, in the land of the Sido- 
nians, where a widow would feed him. 

4. Elias went, and, as he was entering the city , he met the 
widow, from whom he asked a little water to drink. When 
she went to bring it Elias called after her to bring him also 
a little morsel of bread. But she answered, “ I have but a 
handful of meal and a little oil in a cruse. I am gathering a 
few sticks wherewith to cook it for myself and my son, that 
we may eat it and die.” 

5. Elias bade her fear not, but to make a cake for him, 
and then to make one for herself and son : “ For her meal 
would not fail, nor her oil diminish, until rain would fall 
upon the earth.” The women did as he commanded her, and 
her meal failed not, nor did her oil diminish. 

6. Some time afterwards the widow’s son died, and at the 
prayer of Elias the child was restored to life. When the 
woman saw what was done she said to Elias: “ Now I know 
you are a man of God.” 

am. aw®.] 59. — Elias and the Priests of Baal. [A.c.m. 

1. For three years and six months no rain fell in Israel. 
Again Elias presented himself to Achab, who with much 
anger chid him for the distress that was then in the country. 
But Elias answered him that he had not plunged Israel into 
its present trouble, but the king himself by his sins and his 
idolatries. 

2. Then Elias bade the king assemble all Israel upon 
Mount Carmel, and also the four hundred and fifty priests of 
Baal. Achab did so, and went himself to the mountain. 
When they were all assembled Elias made the following 
proposition : “ I am alone,” said he ; “ the priests of Baal 

Questions to Chapter 68.— What is said of Achab ? What did he build ? Who 
came to him ? Where did Elias ro ? How was he fed ? Where did God send him ? 
Tell what happened to the widow of Serepta ? 
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are four hundred and fifty : let two bullocks be given us ; 
let them choose one and I will choose the other; let them 
kill their bullock and I will kill mine ; and let each of us 
lay our bullock upon wood, but put no fire under it ; then 
let them call upon their gods and I will call upon my God ; 
and let the God that shall answer by fire be God.” The 
proposition pleased the people. 




:s. The priests of Baal prepared themselves with great 
solemnity, and, when they had dressed their bullock, laid it 
on the altar. From morning till noon they called npon Baal, 
but he heard them not. 

Then Elias began to laugh at them, bidding them : “Cry 
louder ; perhaps Baal was asleep ; or maybe entertaining 
himself with a friend ; or perhaps he might he on a journey 
and away from home.” They continued to cry all the 
louder, but no Baal spoke. 

4. Elias built an altar also, and dressing his bullock laid 
it on it. He dug a trench round about the altar and filled 
it with water ; he also poured water on the wood. Then he 
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called upon the Lord to show His power, that the people 
might be converted. 

5. While Elias was yet praying fire came down from 
heaven and consumed the holocaust, as also the wood and 
the stones of the altar — nay, the very water in the trench. 
When the people saw this they fell on their faces and cried 
out : “ The Lord, He is God ; the Lord, He is the true God! ” 

Then the priests of Baal were slain, and shortly after rain 
fell in great abundance. 

60.— The Vineyard of Naboth. 

1. A man named Naboth had a vineyard near the palace 
of King Achab. The king wished to buy it, but Naboth 
would not sell it: so Achab became very angry. When Jeza- 
bel, the queen, heard what had happened, she sent for false 
witnesses, who accused Naboth “ of having blasphemed 
against God and the king.” Naboth was stoned to death, 
and Achab took the vineyard. 

2. By the command of God, Elias came to Achab and told 
him because he had done this wicked thing, and unjustly 
taken the vineyard of Naboth, the dogs would lick his blood 
and eat the flesh of Jezabel. 

This prophecy was fulfilled to the letter. Three years 
after, Achab was mortally wounded in battle, and the dogs 
licked his blood ; and some time after that, during the reign 
of Jehu, Jezabel, by the king’s orders, was thrown from 
a window and trampled to death under the horses’ feet. 
When, some hours afterwards, her friends came to seek for 
the body, it was found torn to pieces by the dogs. 

QUESTIONS to Chapter 59.— For how loDg did no rain fall ? What proposal did 
Elias make ? How did the priests of Baal act ? What did Elias do ? What was the 
result ? 

Questions to Chapter 60.— What is said of Naboth's vineyard ? How did Achab 
get it*? What did Elias tell Achab ? How was this prophecy fulfilled ? 
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61.— The Prophet Eliseus. 



1. By God’s command Elias chose Eliseus for his suc- 
cessor. When the time drew near that Elias should go to 
God he strove to escape from Eliseus, but he could not; 
and, while they were walking together, Elias was parted from 
Eliseus by a fiery chariot and carried up into heaven by a 
whirlwind. The mantle of Elias fell upon Eliseus, and he 
was filled with the spirit and miraculous powers of his master. 




2. One day Eliseus was insulted by some rude boys, who 
mockingly called him “ Bald-head.” The prophet threatened 
them in the name of the Lord, and at the same instant two 
bears came from the woods and tore forty of these wicked 
boys to pieces. 

3. On another occasion, Naaman, a distinguished Syrian 
general, came to Eliseus to be cured of leprosy. When he 
•came to the house where Eliseus was, the prophet sent him 
word by his servant to go and wash seven times in the Jordan, 
and he would be clean. Naaman became exceedingly atfgry, 
because he thought he had been slighted by the prophet. 

4. However, at the earnest advice of his servants, Naaman 
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went, and, bathing seven times in the Jordan, was cured. 
When Naaman saw what was done he returned to Eliseus, 
and acknowledged there was no God but the God of Israel. 
Then he besought the prophet to take a gift, but he would 
not. 

5. When Naaman was gone, Giezi, Eliseus’ servant, ran 
after him and told him that two sons of the prophet’s had 
just called upon his master, and he had been sent for a talent 
of silver and two changes of garments. Naaman gave him 
two talents of silver, and Giezi returned to his master. 




6. When Eliseus saw him he asked where he had been. 
But Giezi denied he had been anywhere. Eliseus became 
indignant at the lie, and said to him: “My spirit was 
with you when the man turned back from his chariot to 
meet you. Even now you have the silver and garments that 
were given you. As a punishment for your sin the leprosy 
of Naaman shall stick to you forever.” And Giezi went out 
a leper, white as snow. 

7. After working many miracles, Eliseus died and was 
buried. Some time after his death a man died, and his 
friends came to bury him near the grave of Eliseus. But 
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suddenly a band of robbers coming upon them, they threw 
the dead man into the grave where the body of Eliseus lay. 
Scarce had the dead man touched the bones of Eliseus when 
he came to life and stood upon his feet. 

This fact proves that even among the Jews God wrought miracles by 
the relics of His saints. 

a.m. 3197 ] 6 * 4 . — Jonas the Prophet. [a.c.sos. 

1. After the death of Eliseus God chose Jonas for His 
prophet. One day God bade him go to Ninive and preach 
penance, for the sins of the people had become very great. 

Ninive was the capital of Assyria, and Jonas wished it to 
perish. Hence he fled to the sea, and embarked aboard a 
vessel going to Tharsis, thinking he would thus flee from the 
Lord. 




2. When the ship had pushed out from the land God 
sent a violent storm, so that the vessel was in danger of being 
lost. They cast lots to see who was the cause of the evil, 
and the lot fell upon Jonas. Then he told them what he 



Questions to Chapter 61.— Who succeeded Elias? How did Elies go up to 
heaven ? What fell upon Eliseus ? What happened to the rude boys ? Tell ihe 
story of Xaaman. What happened to Giezi ? Wliat happened to the dead man ? 
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had done, and advised them to cast him into the sea. The 
sailors cast him overboard, and immediately the sea became 
calm. 



3. The Lord had prepared a great fish — a whale— which 
swallowed up Jonas. For three days and three nights the 
prophet was in the whale’s belly. Then he prayed to the 
Lord for help. God heard him, and on the third day the 
fish vomited him out on dry land. 

4. Jonas was a figure of Jesus Christ. Jonas was cast into the sea 
that, by the loss of one, the crew might be saved. By the sacrifice of 
Christ the world was redeemed. Jonas was three days in the whale’s 
belly; Christ was three days in the tomb. 

5. God said to Jonas a second time: “ Go into Ninive and 
cry, ‘ Yet forty days, and Ninive shall be destroyed.’ ” When 
the people heard these words they believed in God, and, 
fasting, clothed themselves in sackcloth and ashes. Even 
the king shared in the general penance, and by proclama- 
tion commanded every one to abandon his sins, that perhaps 
God would spare the city. When God saw the sincerity of 
their repentance, He heard the prayer of the people and did 
not destroy the city. 

6. Jonas, fearing he might be considered a false prophet, 
was displeased, and, going, built for himself a booth, outside 
the walls of the city. During the night the Lord caused an 
ivy to grow up, that it might shade the prophet from the 
heat of the sun. Jonas was much pleased; but in the follow- 
ing night God prepared a worm to strike the ivy, and it 
withered. 

7. Then there came a hot, burning wind, w r hile the rays of 
the sun beat upon the head of the prophet. Scorched by the 
heat, discouraged and dejected, Jonas wished to die. But 
the Lord said to Him: “ You are grieved and dejected for 
the loss of a miserable ivy that you neither planted nor made 
to grow: should I not spare Ninive, a great city, in which 
there are more than a hundred and twenty thousand men ? ” 

Questions to Chapter 62.— Where was Jonas sent ? What happened to him ? 
How long was Jonas In the whale’s belly ? How was Jonas a figure of Jesus Christ, ? 
What did the people of Ninive do ? How did Jonas act ? What did Jonas build ? 



What is said of the ivy ? 



What became of Ninive f 
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a.m. 3*78.7 63. — The End of the Kingdom ia.c.7» 

of Israel. 

1. Ninive, an idolatrous city, did penance, and found 
grace with God; but Israel became daily more and more 
wicked. She set God at defiance, and despised His prophets, 
until, weary with her crimes, He resolved on her destruc- 
tion. 

2. Suddenly and unexpectedly, Salmanasar, King of As- 
syria, came with a powerful army, and laid siege to Samaria, 
the capital of Israel. After three years he took the city, and 
led the greater portion of the inhabitants captives into As- 
syria, while those who remained became mixed with the 
neighboring nations. 

3. The religion of the Samaritans was a compound of 
Judaism and paganism. The people of Judea hated the 
Samaritans, both because of their religion and because of 
their revolt. Hence, Our Savior was called a Samaritan, 
because the Jews thought they could call a man no worse 
name. 

Those who were led away into captivity never returned, 
but, becoming mixed with the people of Assyria and the sur- 
rounding nations, were lost to history, and perished as a 
people. Not a trace of the ten tribes remains to-day. 

a.m. 8286 .] 64. — The Old Tobias. u.c. ?h. 

1. Among those who were led into captivity by Salmanasar 
was a God-fearing man, named Tobias. From his youth he 
had avoided the society of the wicked and kept the com- 
mandments. He spent much of his time in consoling his 
fellow-captives, and by his charities helping to relieve their 
wants. To feed the hungry, to clothe the naked, and in the 
night to bury the dead was his usual care. 

Questions to Chapter 63.— Who destroyed Israel ? How ? What became of the 
people f What was the religion of the Samaritans ? Why was Chrisi called a 
Samaritan ? 
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2. One day, wearied and exhausted with burying the dead, 
he returned to his house, and, lying down by the wall, fell 
asleep. Whilst he slept the hot dung from a swallow's nest 
fell into his eyes, and he lost his sight. Tobias bore his 
affliction without murmur, and strove to purify himself by 
his trials. 

3. Tobias being rendered helpless by the loss of his sight, 
his wife Anna went out every day to weave, that she might 
help to support him. One day she received, over and above 
her wages, a little kid. When Tobias heard it bleating he 
began to fear lest it might have been gotten dishonestly, and 
not until he had been assured that it was a gift would ha 
touch it. 

65. — The Counsels of Tobias to his Son. 

» 

1. After Tobias had been proved in many tribulations he 
thought he was going to die, so he called his son to him, that 
he might give him some advice. 

“ When I die," said he, “ fail not to bury me. Honor thy 
mother, nor forget what she suffered for thee. When she 
dies bury her by my side. Fear God and never sin; keep 
pride from your heart, and seek the counsel of the wise man. 

2. “ Do to another what you would wish him to do to you. 
Give alms according to your means: if you have much, give 
much; if little, give little: but give with a good heart. We 
are poor, it is true; but, if we fear God and avoid sin, we 
will receive much." 

When the young Tobias heard his good old father speakings 
in this manner he fell upon his neck, and, weeping, promised 
to do all he had commanded. 

Questions to Chapter 64.— Wliat is said of Tobias ? What did he do ? How di<* 
Tobias lose his sight f What is said about the kid ? 

Questions to Chapter 65.— What counsels did Tobias give his sod ? How did. 
the young Tobias act f 
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